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Introduction

Hey Everybody,
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Thanks for downloading the ebook. I wanted to say a couple

quick words to introduce the book to you and let you know a

little bit about what you can expect.

18 mile is an autobiography about my transformation from

living for the world to relationship with God which takes place

frommy senior year in high school during the year 2000 to the

present day. It is around 50 pages and 18 chapters long with

about half of them being about my life without God and half

of them being about my life with God. It talks about many of

the issues a young person growing up in the early 2000’s would

encounter, the influence Eminem and hip hop had on us, drugs,

parties, relationships, work, religion and more. It’s not meant

to be an exhaustive study on any of those topics in particular,

but an easy read that touches on each subject and offers some

Biblical truth to consider. Each chapter has a key takeaway at

the end that discusses what you can learn.

This book has been a long time in the making. I started

writing it in 2012 before I began attending Bible College. I wrote

most of it at that point and picked it up again after I finished

Bible College in 2016. The main reason I wanted to write this

book was to share with the younger generation about mistakes

I’ve made in my life and how they can learn from them but I'm

sure there is something everybody can learn from it. It is my

hope and prayer that many will be brought to Christ and/or

closer to Him through this book.

I hope you enjoy the book and that it encourages you as well.

Onto chapter one!
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My dad's house on 18 mile.
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White America (10Miles Away)

I’ll never forget the first time I dunked a basketball. It

was actually during a pickup basketball game while I was in

elementary school. We were playing on a lowered rim, so it

wasn’t a normal 10 foot one. But I didn’t even know I could

dunk. What happened was I was going up for an offensive

rebound and the ball just happened to land in the perfect spot

while I was going up so that I could grab it and get it over the

rim. Then I hung on the rim, and an epic celebration ensued.

See our hands were too small at that time to be able to palm the

basketball, so the ball would have to be placed there perfectly

either by a missed shot or an alley-oop pass in order for us to

be able to dunk it.

My friend and I from across the street were playing two older

kids from the block that day. We could barely finish the game

we were so excited about the dunk. I was grinning from ear to

ear. We ended up winning the game and it was like we owned

the block for the day. We were riding our bikes around the

subdivision like we just won a championship. I couldn’t tell

you what the feeling was that I was feeling at that time, but

I loved feeling it. Looking back on it now, it was the feeling
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of being respected. All of a sudden people were looking at me

differently. They treated me differently and I’m not going to

lie, I liked the feeling. Little did I know I would end up spending

much of my adult life trying to find a way to feel like this all the

time. I was searching for acceptance, self-justification and my

identity, but I had no idea how hard it would be since it seemed

to come so easy that first time I dunked a basketball.

I grew up in Troy,Michigan in the 90’s and early 2000’s. More

specifically, my cross streets were 18 Mile in between John

R. and Rochester Road. I don’t know exactly where Eminem

grew up, or how close he was to 8 mile, but for all intents and

purposes, it was about 10 miles away from where Eminem grew

up. In this book, I will attempt to describe what it was like

growing up in this environment and explain some things I hope

you can learn from it.

I was born in 1982, so I was 17 years old and in my senior year

in high schoolwhenEminemstarting blowing up in 1999. It was

a crazy time, which was no doubt made crazier by the influence

of one, Marshall Mathers. The neighborhood I grew up in was a

pretty typical Midwest suburban neighborhood. We had a lot of

diversity and prided ourselves on being a hard-working, blue

collar type of a town in my opinion.

As you can imagine, music is a big part of a kid’s life in high

school. My friends and I were pretty proud that a white boy

from Detroit got signed by such a famous producer as Dr. Dre

and was getting so much notoriety. And rightfully so, he was

very talented, he was witty, he was bold, and he had one of the

best rap producers working with him. The only other thing

I could compare this event to would be when Lebron James

signed as a free agent with the Miami Heat. Being a white fan

of rap fromMetro Detroit in 1999 was like being a Miami Heat
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fan in the summer of 2010. We weren’t the type to go to the

concerts or have posters on our wall or anything like that, but

we knew almost all of his songs word for word. This was huge.

This was a life changer.

Before Slim Shady came on the scene, white kids that liked

rap were kind of seen as wannabes. We didn’t garner much

respect in debates about who was the best rapper, which were

the best songs and what not. What did we know…we were

white. Em gave a lot of kids like me a voice in these discussions

after 1999. He released a song in 2002 called White America

in which he talked about how he spoke to suburban kids and

they could relate to him because they looked like him. Even

though the songwas calledWhiteAmerica I thought itwasmore

about his popularity with suburban kids, which could include

all races. But you could definitely see white kids in hip-hop

circles gaining confidence everywhere. This wasn’t always a

good thing though. There were a lot of white kids, who all of

the sudden thought they were going to be the next Eminem.

Instead of just listening to rap, these kids were starting to rap

themselves. Em gave them a hope they never had. Some of

these kids had some skills, however most didn’t. It was fun

though, something different. Freestyling became one of our

favorite things to do. We would sit in my little neon, smoke

weed and rap over all different kinds of hip hop beats. It was a

great way to pass the time when we were broke and bored.

A few years later the movie 8 mile came out. I thought the

movie did a good job of depicting just how hard it was for

Marshall to make it and how hard he worked at rapping. It

was good for kids from the burbs to learn this. There were a

lot of spoiled kids in my opinion, who had no idea about the

amount of dedication it takes to be successful in the real world.
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It’s amazing how big of a difference 10 miles can make.

Things weremuch different on 8mile than theywere on 18mile.

It's kind of like the difference between the North and South

side of Chicago. Even though they are part of the same city,

it's like they are two different worlds. We weren’t strangers

to lower income people though. There were pretty much two

classes where I came from; middle class and lower middle class.

There was a big difference between those two as well. For

example, middle-class kids usually had a car waiting for them

when they turned 16. They had nice clothes, all kinds of extra

spending money and seemed to know the right people in the

right places. The lower middle-class kids, usually didn’t have

a car waiting for them. They didn’t have nice clothes or seem

to know anybody. As a result, if they wanted things, they had

to learn how to hustle and work for them. Most of the kids in

the upper middle class wouldn’t associate with kids from the

lower class, unless they played sports together. I was part of

the middle class, but I didn’t think I was too cool to hang out

with kids from the lower class. I actually had groups of friends

from both classes that I would hang out with. I think this gave

me a unique perspective on things, and an ability to relate to

many different types of people.

Breaking the classes down even further, I felt like I was a

lower part of the middle class. Although I had a car, it was a

van. I had newer clothes, but not the name brand ones. I was a

tweener. Able to be accepted by the “cool” kids, but not “cool”

enough to really feel like a part of the crew. I can see now that

I didn’t bring enough to the table to be an attractive person for

the cool kids to hang out with back then. High schoolers are

always trying to one-up each other. To be a part of the cool kids

you have tomake them look better somehow. You have to bring
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some sort of value and give their image a boost. Obviously if

you’re a big guy, they might want you for protection. If you

have a good-looking girlfriend, you’ll make them look better.

If you have an older brother who knows where the good parties

are at, you’re in. If your parents are wealthier than most and

give you a good car to drive, you’re in. You get the gist. I didn’t

have any of those things. The only thing I had going for me was

that I was a pretty good athlete. I played basketball, baseball,

and golf.

Ironically, it was golf that gave me a connection to the cool

kids. You may not think golf is that cool, but this is when Tiger

Woods was starting to become very popular as well, so golf

wasn’t just for preppy stuck up kids. A lot of kids were getting

into it, and I happen to be the number one player in the school

my senior year. I played sports pretty much my whole high

school career. I didn’t realize it, but it occupied so much time

that it really helped keep me out of trouble.

One of my best friends was on the golf team with me. He

lived right across the street , so we would car pool to and from

practices. Sometimes hewould go tomeetwith his friends after

practice…I knew some of the them too so we would hang out

every once in a while. We would watch a Monday night football

game somewhere, play cards or get something to eat, stuff like

that. So I would get to know his crew and get reacquainted with

some of the other guys from the neighborhood that I knew.

Nowmy friend Johnny, he was Italian and very eccentric. The

type of kid you either loved or hated. There were many times I

hated him growing up, but we grew to respect each other. We

were both very competitive, but I was quite reserved. My mom

was pretty strict with me growing up, and I hadn’t really had a

chance to develop my personality yet. She wanted me to be a
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nice, quiet, normal kid. And that’s exactly what I was turning

out to be…until my senior year in high school.

It should be noted that although I was mostly quiet, I always

felt like I had something to say. But I felt like either nobody

cared what I had to say or I was around other people like Johnny

whoweremuch louder thanmeand I didn’t have an opportunity

to voice my opinion because they were always talking. It was

frustrating, but just something I grew used to. It’s just the way

it was. ...until my senior year in high school.

After golf season was over my senior year, I decided not to

play basketball and baseball. I could've made the varsity teams

but felt like Iwasn't going to getmuchplaying time, so itwasn't

really worth it for me. So, all of the sudden, I had a lot of free

time. I continued to hang out with Johnny a lot. He was really

dedicated to golf, so we would go the golf range even in the

winter. Sometimes our other friend from down the street, let's

call him Richard, came with us. Richard didn't play sports

much and got into the party scene before both of us did. Richard

didn't have a car, so he would tag along with us. Richard is very

personable and was one of the most popular guys in school. He

was up on everything that was going on with the “cool” kids. I

was amazed at some of the stories I would hear. I had no clue

all this kind of stuff was going on. I also had no clue howmuch

of an influence these innocent conversations would have on

me.

What we were doing was gossiping, which is defined as

conversing about others typically involving details that are

not confirmed as being true. What happens when we engage

in gossip is that it affects the way we treat others. We take

these things that people say about others as truth and make

judgments based on this information. We do this without even

10



WHITE AMERICA (10MILES AWAY)

thinking about it. It happens subconsciously. I'm not saying

that all this stuff was lies, but it was none of my business.

I'll talk more about the importance of how we see others in

the last few chapters of the book, but I wanted to make a

quick point about it here. I understand it's tempting and fun

sometimes to gossip but it's a signof insecurity anddetrimental

to relationships.

Key Takeaway -

Because I didn't have a strong foundation in my life, I was

easily influenced by my surroundings and reluctant to speak

up out of a fear of rejection. Don’t be afraid to let your voice be

heard. If people around you don’t respect you or listen to you,

then it’s probably best to find other people to hang out with

who will value you and your opinions.
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CleaningOutMyCloset

As my relationships with my friends were growing, unfortu-

nately my relationship with my Mom was deteriorating. She

was kind of overprotective ofme as a kid, and I started to resent

a lot of things she was trying to do. I felt like I was caged in. I

finally wanted to go out and experience life for myself. I know

now what she was attempting to save me from, but without

a foundation of God in my life, I saw no reason not to go out

and have fun. My parents were divorced in 1996 when I was a

freshman in high school. Right at the beginning of the year

2000, I decided to move in with my dad. He lived in the same

subdivision, on the same 18 mile road. Only he was completely

different frommymom. My dad let me do virtually whatever I

wanted. I don't think he had any clue what he was in for.

It wasn't long before my dad's house became the hang out

house. We were going over after school to drink and get high.

My dad's house had a decent sized front porch. Once the

weather started to get better around April, we put some chairs

out there and would hang out for hours. Soon, friends of

friends starting showing up. What startedwith about 6-10 guys,

would end up being about 20 before the night was over. What
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started ashangingout after school onweekdays, endedupbeing

school-wide parties on the weekends. It got to the point where

people didn't even ask what was going on this weekend...they

just asked what time are you going to Squiddy's (that was my

nickname, don't askmewhy)? This time from about April 2000

through June 2000 was like a blur to me. One time...one time

we were having a party and I got so messed up I ran frommy

own house because the cops came and I didn't want to get in

trouble. They ended up talking to my dad, who was home, and

everything ended up ok. Hopefully this gives you an idea of

how crazy this time was. I was trying new things, learning

new things about myself, finding my way in the world and

developed this alter ego Squiddy along the way. As Imentioned,

I was smoking a lot of weed during this time. It began to have a

significant effect onmy personality. I started to think ofmyself

as this Squiddy person, not Dave anymore.

They say thatmarijuana tends tomake people the opposite of

what their normal personality is. So, if you're normally a quiet

person, then you get talkative and if you're normally talkative,

then you get quiet. Well, I was normally quiet, but when I got

high, I became the life of the party. I was usually afraid of what

people might think of me, but when I was high I just let it all

go. Many people said I was fun to be around when I was high.

When I first started, a lot of people were eager to smoke with

me because it was my house that they were chilling at and also

because I would do all sorts of crazy stuff. I would go up to

random people and start a conversation just to see how far I

could take it with them. I could freestyle rap pretty good when

I was high too.

So this went on for a few gloriousmonths but started to come

to an end after I graduated high school. I was still having people
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over but itwasn't the sameamount of people. Around this same

time, my dad starting getting sick of all the noise and parties. I

was amazed at how long he put up with it to be honest. But I

was too used to the lifestyle and started to like the popularity I

received. I wasn't quite ready to let it go. I was going to make

my dad prove he was serious about not letting us party at the

house anymore. And he did. He had to kickme out of the house,

more than once. I remember sleeping in my car a couple times.

I belonged to a gym at that time so I would take showers at the

gym every day. I thought this was just somethingmy dadwould

get over and we would be back to partying again in the fall.

I was a year older than most of my friends. So, even after

I graduated high school I was still very much involved in the

high school atmosphere. Plus, I stayed at home and commuted

to college. I went to Oakland University which was about 25

minutes away from Troy. But things were different that next

year. The senior kids bonded together closer. There were

different parties going on. Sometimes I was invited, sometimes

I wasn't. I slowly started to become an outsider. I didn't let it

show, but I was really hurt by this.

When things were going good during the party days at my

dad’s house, I started to think that people were coming to my

house because they liked me. Turns out, they were just coming

because they knew they could party at my house and the other

people that were there. That might seem obvious now, but it

wasn't to me back then. I was placing a lot of value on their

opinions. Much of my self-worth was caught up in what these

people thought of me. It was a serious blow tomy ego to realize

that most of these “friends” were just using me. As a result, I

became a little bitter. I also found another crew to hang with.

I would still talk with some of the people frommy other crew
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and the popular kids every once in a while, but it just reminded

me of how hurt I was and I didn't really care to be around them

that much. Although I loved them and loved hanging out with

them, I only felt accepted in certain situations and started to

become weary of everybody.

Key Takeaway –

Don’t let other people’s opinions determine your worth and

value. When you know who you are, it gives you stability no

matter what situation you face. I would encourage you to find

your value in what God says about you. In case you’re not sure,

He has spoken the most beautiful language one could possibly

speak about you in Jesus. Your identity serves as an anchor to

your soul. If you’re interested in learningmore about what God

says about you, visit my blog site www.godneedsnewpr.com

and the specific post, What God Believes About You.
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Hi, MyName Is

So this is the background story for the character known as

Squiddy. This new crew I started hanging out with was com-

prised ofmy friend Jay, whomoved toMichigan fromTennessee

during his senior year in high school and his friend Brandon.

There were others too but that was our main crew. Jay was kind

of country, kind of like a Paul Wall type of dude. Brandon, who

we called B Craig, was kinda goofy. He loved to joke around and

was more of the playful type, kind of like a Snoop Dogg. Jay

learned how to freestyle when he was in Tennessee. It was one

of his favorite things to do and quickly became one of ours as

well. We would rap together for hours, even if it was freezing

cold outside.

We called ourselves the “Kolony”. It started as a hobby, but

over time we started to get pretty good. I applied a concept I

learned from a golf book about putting tomy rapping. Basically

the concept was to approach your putts as if you had already

made them. It takes the pressure off of focusing on the result

and helps you perform better. It’s kind of like the fake it til

you make it saying, only it requires that you actually believe

in the desired result, not just fake it. In my opinion, “making
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it” in rap would be if we were signed to a major label and had

our music on the radio. So, I just rapped like we were already

some big time rap group. I started to see myself that way and

it definitely had an effect on my rapping. I started coming up

with all these new rhymes off the top ofmy head and being able

to rap much longer. My confidence grew with each session we

had to the point where I probably started to get a little arrogant.

We had a good chemistry together though. We knew when

each other was going to come in and out, how to pass the

flow from to another. I would usually create a simple chorus,

then Jay would start the freestyle, and B Craig would come in

whenever he felt like it. We had a friend nicknamed Slikk, who

had a studio in his parent's basement. One time we went over

there and recorded a freestyle with all of us. This was the first

time I ever heard myself and the crew recorded. We sounded

different than I thought we did, but I could hear the potential,

especially in Jay. He was a smooth freestyler, he just needed

somebody to help him write some better lyrics.

We got a CD of that freestyle and some beats Slikk had. Prior

to this, we only rapped on beats that were on the radio, we

never had any of our own. I found a couple beats I liked and

started messing around with them. Within a couple days I

already wrote songs for both of the tracks. One of them was

called “Rollin To The Sino”. Sino was short for the casino. This

became mine and Jay's first song together. I asked B to get on

it, but he didn't want to. It was just about real stuff that we

did all the time. We lived only about a half hour fromWindsor

Canada, where you only had to be 19 to drink. We went over

there like 3-4 times a week when we were 19 and 20. The song

turned out pretty good I thought. We showed it to a couple of

our friends and they liked it too. I thought we could be onto
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something.

I was fascinated by this process. I've read Jay-Z's book and I

remember him saying something about the first time he heard

a recording of himself rapping. He said instantly he could hear

how he could create a whole new life for himself. I remember

thinking the same thing. Not like create something by making

up things that weren't real, but as in taking the experiences

that I've gone through and telling people about them. Like Puff

said in the movie Notorious, you can either be the dude from

Brooklyn, or rap about the dude from Brooklyn. For me, it was

like I could either be a white kid from Detroit or rap about a

white kid from Detroit. The choice for me was obvious.

The Blueprint

The timing of these events just so happen to be shortly after

I finished my second year of college. Up until this point, I was

taking the general curriculum. But after your second year of

college, you need to start focusing on yourmajor. I hadn't really

thought about itmuch until that point. I was just going through

the motions. I was like most kids who didn't care much for

school. I was just going because I knew if I wanted a decent

job I would need to have a college degree. I had no clue what

I wanted to be though or what I should major in. This led to a

time of deep thinking, reflection and prayer for me.

I wasn't really the religious type, but I did go to church. My

family was Catholic and my dad woke me up every Sunday to

go to church. I went mainly because my dad wanted me to

go, but I also felt better about myself when I did. I would go

sometimes without my dad if he wasn't around. I felt like I

could do whatever I wanted the rest of the week as long as I
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went to church on Sunday. Anyways, one of these days I went

to church, I prayed for direction in my life. I told God that I

never really thought about being a rapper before, but I think it

would be cool and that I could help people through it. I asked

God to send me a sign that if this was something He wanted

me to do that he would let me know. This was a big decision.

The biggest one of my life at that point. Since rap is considered

a “young man's game”, I felt a sense of urgency if I was going

to try to rap for a living.

That was inMay of 2002. I secretly startedmaking a blueprint

of sorts on how we could get our name out there. This was

before the internet days, so I couldn't just go online and read

articles about it. Once I got the ball rolling, one thing led to

another. I started writing down names of people who I thought

would be interested in hearing our stuff. I figured how much it

would cost to record the CD and get it mastered. I had no clue

howmuch it would be to get the CD's printed up and everything,

but this was a start. I wrote down other ways we could get more

exposure like making flyers, calling radio stations and sending

our CD's to deejay's. I made a list of possible song ideas and

who we could have featured on the tracks. I was meticulous

and wanted to get every detail down the best I could.

I started to realize that I would need some more money to

really get this going like I wanted to. Plus, I felt like I needed

the money to be a respected rapper. It made me feel like a

hustler. I had dabbled in selling weed before. It made sense to

since people were always in need of it aroundmy house. People

still stopped by to smoke every once in a while. I had a couple

connections as well. I started off slow, just buying half ounces,

then moved up to ounces. I got to a point where I was selling

about an ounce a week. Nothing big time, but it helped with
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the cash flow a little bit. I got a job with Jay working at the

Hilton Suites as a waiter too. He had been working there for

a while, and I needed a summer job. The only thing was, the

job required us to work the morning shift, so we had to get up

around 4:30 in the morning to be there at 5. This really threw

me off. I'm not the type of person that can function on 4 or 5

hours of sleep. I need 8 hours of sleep and I don't like getting

out of my normal routines. I was always tired. I didn't know

when to sleep and when to get out. I was all out of whack.

Around this same time, I started communicating with my ex-

girlfriend again as well. She was a high school sweetheart of

sorts. We were together for about 6 months the year prior.

She had a good heart, and we had a lot of good times but

unfortunately, there were some other issues related to her

health that I was not aware of. It led to some scary situations

that I won’t elaborate on, but just mention to give you a little

better idea of what I was going through.

So my head is spinning at this point. I'm barely getting any

sleep, trying to put plans together to make it big in the rap

game, trying to learn a new job, and now I have an ex-girlfriend

on the scene as well. Drinking and smoking just complicated

things even further. But despite all the commotion, nothing

could steal my joy because I felt like I had found my calling and

all I was focused on was the rap stuff.

Key Takeaway –

Although I didn’t realize it at the time, God had a plan and

was answering my original prayer I prayed back in May that I

mentioned. I had no idea He was going to answer it the way

that He did but He did answer it. Many times we get so busy
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with life that we don’t even realize when God is answering our

prayers and/or we take it for granted. It’s good to go back and

remember the things God has done in your life. It will keep

you encouraged as you continue your walk with Him. What are

some of the best things God has done in your life?

21
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The Aftermath

I will never forget the day of June 29th 2002. This is when all of

this commotion really came to a pinnacle. Up until this point,

things were a bit crazy, but this is when I lost control for a bit

and it really got out of hand. It was a Saturday, and we were

working the early shift as usual. I had about 6 weeks in at my

new job and they were getting ready to test me on how well

I knew the menu and some other things. I remember being

nervous and felt like I had no training, like this test just came

out of the blue. So, we get done with our shift and I'm smoking

a cigarette outside waiting for my friend Jay. We get in the car,

make a left out into the first intersection and all of a sudden I

feel a presence come over me. I know immediately what and

who it is but I no longer feel like myself.

I understand this sounds a little weird. I guess you could call

it an out of body experience. If I told you more stuff you most

likely wouldn't believe it. But this lasted for about 3 months.

I lost any motivation I had to do anything else except rap. I

worked for a little while after that but quit shortly thereafter.

I didn't register for the fall semester of school. I didn't eat or

sleep much. I didn't go to the gym. This type of behavior is
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very uncharacteristic for me. I just wasn't myself and I didn't

snap out of it until I heard Eminem's song “Lose Yourself” on

the radio, which came out that fall. I know it sounds crazy but I

felt like that song was the answer to my prayer.

During those 3 months I was out of it, everything seemed

surreal. The best way to describe it is my life felt like a real-life

Truman Show. I didn't think anything was real anymore. I lost

my sense of wanting to play it safe and hang on to this life on

earth. I wasn't afraid of dying. I felt like everythingwas a setup,

like it was fake. It's a good thing I didn't take this attitude too

far and really test it, but this is the way I felt. I didn't make

any plans to do things and had no agenda. I can tell you what

happened during these times, but while I was going through

them I wasn't that concerned about them at all. It's like they

say the engine was on, but nobody was behind the wheel. I was

renting a lot of rap movies, watching rap shows on tv, listening

to rap stuff on the radio, smoking a lot of weed, drinking a lot

of alcohol and studying Eminem's and Jay-Z's lyrics. That was

my life during this period of time.

The Aftermath

I mentioned that I finally snapped out of this funk when I

heard Eminem's song “Lose Yourself”. I remember the first

time I heard it, the song was probably half way through on

the radio. When I heard the chorus, I was physically taken

aback. I literally felt like an explosion took place and knocked

me backward. This is when I finally realized that this was not

a dream. Shortly after that Jay-Z and Beyonce released their

song “Bonnie and Clyde 03”. There were some lyrics in that

song that really spoke to me as well. I wasn’t sure what was
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going on, but it certainly knocked me back into reality.

So, I started getting back into the swing of things. My friend

found me a job at a local restaurant, so I started working

again. I started being more social and hanging out with my

friends more, especially the ones that I rapped with. We

started freestyling again and I would try to talk to them about

what happened and about how we could make some things

happen. Basically the response I got was, “don't talk about it,

be about it.” This is what I needed to hear, even though I didn't

necessarily want to hear it. I thought I would get a different

response. I thought I had built up enough credibility as aman of

my word that they would take my words to heart a little more.

Anyways, I had no idea how to startmaking it in the rap game.

I just did what I heard other rappers did, and that was to make

a demo tape. I made three songs, and I viewed that as my ticket

in. I spent a lot of time working on those three songs. I actually

spent toomuch time I think, because I tried to fit toomuch into

3 songs. It was like I was trying to tell my life story in 3 songs,

but I needed much more room. They didn't turn out great, but

I thought I was so great, that as soon as anybody heard me they

would hear the potential I had…shows you how conceded I was.

So, I had the demo CD's made. Now I was trying to get them

in the hands of the right people. Again, this was in 2002, so it

wasn't the internet age yet. I heard of some producers that I

dropped the demo CD off to. I also had a friend of a friend that

was a producer. I was trying to get the CD in his hands but was

never successful. All I really wanted to do was get somebody

to see my potential and hunger to succeed so that they would

work with me and try to develop my talent. It didn't have to

be a big name company, but that would allow me to grow more

and learn about how to become an artist.
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I had no clue about how to get gigs at clubs and get my stuff

in the hands of Deejay's. I could've really used a manager as

well. It's pretty sad that the friend of a friend was my best shot

at that point. My rap crew Jay and Brandon were planning a trip

to Atlanta to see their producer friend. I thought it would be

a given that they would invite me to come along too. I started

thinking this is how it’s going to happen. I'm just going to kill

it when I get over there, make songs so good that nobody could

deny me. I started looking forward to this date as the turning

point in my life. This is when I was going to prove everybody

wrong. I started saying my goodbye's to my friends and family.

I confessed to my mom what I was doing. I knew she didn't

like it, but she saw how badly I wanted it. I told my dad, who I

think was just happy that I would be out of the house for some

time. I was trying to organize a meeting with my other crew of

friends...they just looked at me like I was crazy. In my mind, I

was going to give everybody one last chance to apologize and

hopefully mend some broken relationships.

Well, this meeting never happened. My two best friends took

off without me. I was absolutely devastated. Looking back on

it now, it's understandable taking into account some of the

crazy things I was doing and saying back then. It took me a

couple weeks to get over this. The only way I could get over it

was just to pretend it didn't happen. Anytime I even started to

think about it, I would get really upset. It was at this point that

I realized it just wasn't going to happen right now. I didn't give

up on the dream, I just needed to put it on hold for a bit. So, I

registered for a couple classes at college the next semester and

started moving on with my life.

Key Takeaway –
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I obviously hadn’t developed verymuchpatience yet, which is

a fruit of the spirit by theway (Gal. 5:22). I felt like I receivedmy

answer to prayer about the rapping, but didn’t understand that

it wouldn’t happen right away. Patience is a very underrated

quality in my opinion. If someone asked you, would you rather

have a million dollars or patience? Almost everybody would

say a million dollars, but patience would be around for you long

after the million dollars was gone.

I used to hear golfers talk about patience a lot and always

wondering what they were talking about. How did patience

have anything to do with golf? Well, I came to understand that

what they were talking about was a confidence they had in their

games. They knew itwas just amatter of timebefore theywould

score like they desired to. This is how it is in the Christian life.

Christians can have patience regardless of how things are going

because they have confidence that their God and Father is a

good Father. Their attitude is such that it doesn’t matter what

it looks like, they know God is working it out and going to come

through for them. This is walking by faith not sight.

“You kill good ideas when you expect them to be great too

soon.” {} Jon Acuff
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TheWay I Am

The hours at my job with the restaurant were starting to

dwindle, so I started looking for another job. The only one

I could find was at the Star Theatre. I worked there for about 3

months. It was pretty humbling. Here I thought of myself as a

hustler, but was making close to minimum wage. I was always

afraid I was going to see somebody I knew while working there.

I did a couple times, it was awkward, but not a big deal. Overall

it was a good experience because it allowed me to get into the

swing of things as far as living a normal life again and gave me

a chance to find myself a little bit. As you would imagine, I was

watching a lot of movies. I wish I could say a lot of weight came

off my shoulders. It should've been a good time to relax a little

bit, which it was somewhat, but I was still so consumed with

how to make it in the music world, that I didn't really allow

myself to rest that much, at least mentally.

I was doing a lot of writing during this time period. I had a big

book of rhymes I was compiling, along with ideas for songs and

albums. It helpedme focus andmotivateme to find a better job.

Eventually, I did with a local furniture company. The kind that

does a lot of TV ads that you see all the time, about a big sale
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only going on through that weekend. Yeah, well I didn't know

much about it, but the good thing was they hired just about

anybody and gave you a decent opportunity to make some good

commission, especially for a 20-year-old kid. I got hired, but

there was one small problem...I needed to pass a drug test.

I explored a few different options to try to get around it but

winding up just taking it normally. I don't know how, but I

passed it. Maybe it's because I have high metabolism. Maybe I

didn't really pass and they let me slide anyways. I don't know,

but this was the kind of break that I needed at this time in my

life, and I had every intention of taking full advantage of it.

My first day of work was May 1rst, 2003. I remember they

told me to wear a tie, and I asked them if I had to. That's

how clueless I was about this job. Pretty much all furniture

consultants wear a suit. Anyways, I recall the feeling of being

around other like-minded individuals. They were focused,

motivated and eager to make money. I knew right away that I

could hangwith these guys, even though I was a huge underdog.

I relished that role.

So, I went through my training class and learned a lot. I hit

the floor, shortly after that. In Jay-Z's book, he talks about

how when he was selling crack, that job was like 90% water

cooler. Meaning 90% of the time he was just hanging out with

his crew, talking, joking and what not. Well, this job was at

least 50% water cooler. Since they only paid us commission,

we didn't have much else to do except service customers when

they came in the door. We had morning meetings, an area to

clean up in the store and backorders to check on but all of that

stuff didn't take too long. The rest of the time, we were just

hanging out with each other.

I was on the defensive at first. I was very leery and had a hard
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time trusting people. But within a few months, I had proven

myself as someone worth investing time in and started to get

to know everybody better. Of course, there was a little bit of a

breaking in period and a little bit of hazing, but I was focused

and started to really enjoy the job. Here I was, just turned 21,

and I was starting to carve out a real career for myself. It was

quite a turnaround fromwhere I was only about 6months prior.

At this time I was still living with my dad too, so I had no rent

to pay and the commission from these sales was starting to roll

in pretty steadily.

It was the first time in my life that I had quite a bit of

disposable income. And I didn’t really feel like saving it. I

bought my own condo, a car, got a new wardrobe, and still had

a lot of money left over to go out and have a good time. This is

when I got my “swag” if you will. The one thing that sucked

about this job was that I had to work every weekend. And not

only work, but like 12 hours every Saturday. Even so, I was still

going out every Friday and Saturday night. I was going to all

the hot spots; the clubs, casinos, restaurants, you name it. I

started hanging out with a couple of the guys from work. It

was a good alternative to what I was used to. Although I did

have a lot of love for my friends, most of them didn’t have a

lot of money at that age and were still pretty immature. This

was a different level for me, and I liked it. I felt like one of the

“Goodfellas”. I felt like this was who I really was. I felt like this

is the way it was supposed to be.

One of the sales managers lived in the city I was from, Troy.

He seemed to take a liking to me, so that was cool. One of the

regular managers was a younger guy. We started hanging out

at the bars after work and got high together as well. One of

the lead sales guys there was a younger Indian guy named Raj.
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He kind of took me under his wing and really helped me get

established. Throw in a couple younger office girls and a couple

other sharp younger guys and we had ourselves a nice little

crew.

So I got back on track and even started going to school again.

That made things real hectic. I was working about 45 hours

a week, taking a couple night classes each semester and still

trying tomaintain a social life, which I actually did surprisingly.

I became an expert at working with a hangover. I had this

formula I would use that I learned from one of the veterans

which might help some of you guys; two glasses of water and

two Advil before I went to bed. Two glasses of water when I got

up, with a big breakfast. Add a red bull or two and I could make

it through the day. Then crash as soon as I got home.

This sort of lifestyle went on for about 2 and half years.

The only days I had off during those years were Easter and

Christmas. There wasn’t much time for anything else, so

obviously music got lost in all of this. I still thought about

it every day though. Then I finally graduated in April of 2006

from Oakland University with a bachelor’s in communication

and minor in marketing. I was pretty proud of myself. Even

though I didn’t really care about the degree, it showed that I

had a lot of perseverance to stick with it and see it through. I

thought it may bemy ticket to the next level of life, but I wasn’t

counting on it. I knew I still needed to work hard, this would

hopefully just get my foot in the door for a job with a more

secure salary and what not.

Key Takeaway –

Hindsight is always 20/20 but had I known that God had
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this job for me and that I was still going to graduate college, I

wouldn’t have panicked as much as I did. Again, it’s so huge to

be able to trust God and it’s not something you do on your own.

He will persuade you if you just allow Him into your life.

The other thing I was doing here was finding my worth and

value in other’s opinions again. It’s something we are all

tempted with continuously. We live in a performance based

society that is constantly trying to get you to define yourself by

what you have, what you do and what is happening to you. It’s

just something we all need to be aware of and can thwart when

we have our identity in the right place (Jesus).
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Lose Yourself

The University didn’t offer much help as far as finding a better

job, so I did a lot of looking around myself. I attended a few job

fairs, got a couple interviews, but nothing real promising. This

was before I knew about Craigslist and online job boards, so I

didn’t knowmuch else to do. I checked online at a few sites but

again nothing doing. All I was really looking for was a better

sales job with a base salary that didn’t make me work on the

weekends. I was pretty disappointed with my progress. After

about 6 months of looking, I started to realize I may need to

move somewhere else. The economy in Michigan started to

slow down in about 2005 due to the auto industries struggles,

so it was hard in the metro Detroit area even before the big

economic crash in 2008.

I had a friend in Chicago who was doing well, so I kept that in

the back of my mind. I had visited Chicago for the first time in

2005 and I really liked it there. But I really didn’t want to leave

my home if I didn’t have to. My plan was to give it a full year, so

that would be until April of 2007 before I seriously considered

that option.

So, I enjoyed my first summer off in a couple years in 2006.
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Then in the fall the Detroit Tigers had a nice unexpected run in

theplayoffs, to theWorld Series. Iwas adie-hard fan since Iwas

a kid, so that was a great feeling. It was a welcome distraction

to all the other disappointing things going on at that time for

me. It was around this same time that a new girl namedMelissa

started working with me at the furniture store. She was about

my age, and I always tried to help new people asmuch as I could

because I knew how hard it was for me at first. So we started to

get to know each other pretty well.

Therewas something different about her that I couldn’t really

put my finger on. She was nice, but almost unusually nice. I

wondered why she was always so happy. It didn’t take long

to realize what it was that was different about her…she was a

Christian. But she wasn’t just any Christian, she was a real

Christian. By that I mean, she didn’t just go to church on

Sundays, she actually had a relationship with God. It was a

lifestyle change for her, not just something she did on Sundays.

I had never seen this before. I grew up Catholic. The Catholic

church didn’t teach you how to be like this. It was more of a

private thing for them in my opinion.

I was intrigued. As we talked more I think she could tell I was

open to it, so we started to do some Bible studies after work.

I felt kind of weird, but also had a sense of peace about this

endeavor that I never had before. I remembered she asked me

which book of the Bible I wanted to start reading first. After

looking through the chapters, I choose Job because I thought

it would be about how to find a job. Turns out it’s actually

pronounced like Jobe . We also read the book of Proverbs, which

is a book full of wisdom. I would highly recommend it for any

newBible readers. Wewould also listen to someCD’s andwatch

some preachers on TV. This was pretty much all she did, just
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fill up on the word of God.

I was down at this point in my life. Whatever I was doing

wasn’t really working that well, so it was good timing. I was

searching for something more. I had a vision for where I

wanted my life to go and it wasn't going according to my plan.

What's even more frustrating is that I didn't know why. I was

doing all the things people told me to do like go to school

and work hard but I wasn't seeing the results I desired. So

the questions I would ask at this point were; what's wrong

with me? What's wrong with God? Am I being punished for

my previous sins? What can I do about this? These kind of

thoughts are all rooted in condemnation or being deceived into

punishment. The problem is they are focused on self and sin as

opposed to Jesus. However, God was planting seeds in my life

that would eventually help me shift my focus. If I was going

to move forward with God, I would need to "lose myself" in a

sense of changing the way I thought about myself.

It’s so important to be Jesus conscious and not sin conscious

during the process of getting to know God and renewing your

mind. If you are constantly aware of all your sins and what you

are doing wrong, you won’t be filling up on the love and grace

of God which is the fuel that keeps your Christian life running.

In other words, you will burn out if you don’t continually hear

about Jesus. What happens all too often is that we want to

see the fruit in ourselves and others before the seed has had a

chance to take root and produce. As a result, we end up trying to

produce Godly fruit in our own power, instead of relying onHim.

If you look at Paul, David and Joseph in the Bible, they all had

long periods of time (about 13-14 years for each I believe) where

they had to wait before being ready for the life and ministry

God had for them. Fortunately for me, Melissa was feeding on
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Jesus and she led me to teaching that would help me do the

same which would fill me with much patience and endurance

for the journey I was about to embark on.

In February of 2007 I had a friendwhowanted to go to Chicago

for his birthday. I made plans with a few of my friends in

Chicago and thought it would be a good time to catch up with

everybody. Deep down, I was hoping they would ask me to

come out and join them in their business. They already had

about 7-8 of our high school friends out there with them. I

had too much pride to ask them though. I wanted them to ask

me. So we had a good time, but I went home without an offer.

This was my second time visiting them in Chicago and I was

starting to really like it there. I felt like I would be comfortable

in Chicago and had a feeling that I would end up there sooner

or later.

Key Takeaway –

There is a scripture in the Bible that says taste and see that

the Lord is good. It always amazesme to see how frustrated and

stressed out people are, yet theywon’t even giveGod a chance. I

know Imade a lot of bad decisions, but lettingGod inmy lifewas

a good one and an easy one at that. I mean it’s not like things

were going great for me. I felt like I had nothing to lose. Even if

you do feel like you have a lot to lose, it’s really not compared

to eternity. Don’t you think that’s worth considering?
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Rock Bottom

After I got back from that trip, another new girl started working

with me at the furniture store. I had actually helped her sister

and brother-in-law when they came to the store. When they

cameback to finalize all the details, they brought herwith them.

I was smitten the first time I saw her. I could barely concentrate

on the furniture. I was just talking with Sarah (not real name),

trying to get to know her. I asked about her job and turns out

she was kind of looking. So she applied on the spot, and pretty

much hired on the spot as well. She was beautiful and also, she

seemed pretty cool too.

She had to go through a two-week training program, then

she came on the floor with us. She wasmy special project if you

will. I looked after her andmade sure she knew how everything

worked. I warned her about certain people on the sales team

and what kind of customers to watch out for. After a while, I

started to care about her a lot. Our friendship grew from there.

I think this is why so many couples meet at work…because it is

very conducive to starting a relationship and you can get a good

feel for how you operate together. The only reason we didn’t

start dating right away was she was already in a relationship.
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It was pretty obvious that she wasn’t happy though, and it was

only a matter of time before she gave me signs that she was

interested in me more.

There was only one little problem. My friend Kevin called

from Chicago and invited me to come out and work with him.

Here I was, I finally felt like I found the girl of my dreams and

now I’m presented with the perfect opportunity to move out

to Chicago. I never seemed to have much luck with girls. I

mentioned my first steady girlfriend had some issues. I never

had another steady until this one, which was about 7 years

later. I dated a lot but definitely had a fear of settling down

with any girls because of my previous experience. I was also

looking for love in all the wrong places, bars particularly. I

could never really find what I was looking for. I was hanging

around the wrong crowds, but it wasn’t a big deal for me then.

I was more focused on finding a good job first before worrying

about finding a wife.

Chicago

So I accepted Kevin’s offer without even thinking twice about

it. Sarah and I made it official a few weeks later as far as being

together. I was honest with her from the beginning about my

intentions to move, but both of us were so into each other at

that time that it didn’t seem to matter. It did suck as far as

timing goes because we only had about a month and a half

together before I moved, but I was just happy I had found

somebody. I ended up coming back to Michigan every other

weekend, so it wasn’t that bad.

When Imoved out to Chicago, the planwas to stay at the “The

Big Boy House” for a couple months until I got my feet on the

37



18MILE

ground. This was an awesome house located in the Lakeview

part of Chicago on the north side. I was only a few blocks from

Wrigley field in a posh area of town. I moved out May 1rst, so

it was right near the beginning of the baseball season. This is

when the Cubs were good too, so it was a cool time to be in the

area.

Work wise, I would be working downtown selling subprime

mortgages. We actually moved offices within a couple weeks of

me moving there, so we were only a couple blocks away from

the house. It made it a little bit tougher to get started because

everybody there was trying to get situated in the office. Plus I

didn’t get much training at all, so I just had to learn on the job

and by watching what the other guys were doing. It wasn’t that

hard though. The toughest part was finding a good prospect,

but if you made enough calls, you were bound to come across

one sooner or later. Then, with the system they had set up, we

would come out to the potential client’s house for a meeting

withmypartner. Thiswould typically be oneofmyother friends

that I was working with, and they would help me try to close

the deal.

This was a good setup for me because I was really hungry, so I

wasmaking a lot of calls and I had pretty good sales guys behind

me to close the deal. Commissions were big, but they took a

while to come in and there was no salary. They helped me out

a lot by providing me with a free place to stay, but I didn’t have

that much saved up, so this had to work and had to work soon.

I was determined to do everything I could to make it work. I

was fortunate enough to close a deal within the first month I

started. Usually the normal sales cycle is about a month, so

that means I found a good prospect within my first week. The

next month I was one of the top closers because I was working
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hard while everybody else was slacking off and taking their

timemoving to the new office. I was working 10-12 hours a day

for the first 3 months I worked there.

It looked like everything was going to turn out alright. If I

stayed on this same pace for the next 3 months, I would be able

to give myself some breathing room and be on my way. There

was only one problem…I seemed to hit a wall towards the end

of July. Not as in, I hit a wall personally where I couldn’t work

like I did before. It was more like I was pushing and pushing

and pushing and the wall wasn’t moving anymore. I started to

ask the other guys if they were experiencing the same thing,

but they didn’t seem to care that much. They had already been

making good money for the last couple years, so they weren’t

nearly as hungry as I was. I was the first person in the office to

notice it because I was working much harder than anybody else

was. The problem was these were the first signs of the market

starting to collapse. I can’t explain to you why this happened,

I’m sure many out there can and know better than I do. All I

can tell you is this was not good for me. All of a sudden, rates

started to go up. It became much harder to get a loan. Again, I

was on the brink of my breakthrough but it didn’t happen. For

anybody that has seen the movie Wolf on Wall Street, it was

very similar to what Jordan experienced on Black Monday. He

was working so hard to get his license and learn the business

only to have the market completely crash on the first day he

could finally start working as a licensed broker.

I was extremely disappointed but I didn’t have much time

to sulk about it. Things were still going great with Sarah and

we were making plans for her to come to Chicago and start

living together. I had a few more months and I would need

to start paying for rent again. Also, I wasn’t expecting to get
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much help from Sarah because she would have to find a new

job over here as well. So it’s almost like I would be providing

for two people now. I had to start looking for another job. I

had a degree and a decent amount of sales experience, but I

wanted something with at least some sort of base salary. The

only thing I found was a sales job selling hospitality packages

for golf tournaments. The salary was very low, but I needed to

at least get something going and hopefully go from there.

This is where I was in September of 2007 when Sarah moved

out with me. One thing I forgot to mention was that before

this collapse took place, I already picked out an apartment and

signed a one year lease. I wanted Sarah to have a nice place to

stay in so she would like it in Chicago. I got something that

was on the high end of what I was looking for, in hopes that

Sarah would be able to help out after a while. The rent for this

place was almost exactly howmuch my salary was after taxes.

I was fortunate enough to have some money to fall back on

at this point that started to come in from the deals I closed

back in June and July. But Sarah needed some money when we

moved out, and by the time I put the first and last months’ rent

down, I was almost broke. As you can see, I was in a pretty tight

squeeze. And I’m not the type of person that believes in taking

big loans out. I wasn’t going to simply open a credit line and

get into a bunch of debt.

So obviously this isn’t what I had in mind when I moved to

Chicago. To reference Wolf of Wall Street again, the mortgage

company was going to be my Stratton Oakmont and Sarah was

my Naomi. This wasn’t just some pipe dream. These guys

were actually living the life. I witnessed it first hand and even

sawW-2’s confirming the amount of money coming in. I just

missed being able to make some really good money by about a
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year or two. Little did I know, God had something else in mind

but this is where I hit my rock bottom.

Key Takeaway –

I got in way over my head because of lust. I thought it was

love but it was just lust. I would highly recommend that you be

friends with someone before you start dating them so that you

get to know them really well first.

Also, you need to be secure in yourself and honest with the

other person about where you are in life. If they can’t accept

that, then they are not the right person for you to be with. In

other words, don’t try to impress people with money you don’t

have and relationships inwhich you really don’t know the other

person.
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Spend Some Time

This is when I did some serious soul searching and started

spending some time with God. I remember one night I was

so frustrated I just looked up and said, "God please help!". The

first thing I saw when I looked back down was my Bible. My

lightning-quick mind picked up that might be God trying to

help. So I picked it up and started reading. Nothing particularly

stood out to me that day I read, I just remember feeling a

warmth and a peace that I never had before. I knew it would

be a good thing to continue reading the Bible and made it part

of my daily routine. Most times I would read at night before I

went to bed. Even though I didn’t understand a lot of what I

was reading, I started hearing God speaking to me through a

verse here, a verse there. Something that would stick with me

and be reminded of throughout the day.

For example, the first verse that jumped off the page to me

was Psalm 34:10. It says; even strong young lions sometimes

go hungry, but those who trust in the Lord will never lack any

good thing. The thing that I felt God was speaking to me was

that I could trust Him. But in order to trust somebody you have

to get to know them, so I knew I had to keep getting to know
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God better. This was my prayer back then and continues to be

my prayer. You can never know God too well. There is always

something more we can be learning about Him.

So I started readingmore books and listening to preachers on

TV and radio. The first Christian book I read was Joel Osteen’s

“Your Best Life Now”. I remembered seeing Joel on TV before.

There was something about him that I just couldn’t turn off

once I started listening. I think he was on a channel that I

normally don’t watch, but was watching the previous night for

a basketball game that was nationally televised. When I turned

it back on during a Sundaymorning before work, there was Joel.

He was different from the Catholic priests that I was used to.

He was positive. He was talking about the love of God. He was

talking about the good things He wanted for us. I was used to

hearing boring stuff that didn’t seem like it was from the heart

and didn't really make me want to know God better.

The book “Your Best Life Now” was sent to me fromMelissa.

When Sarah and I got back from Christmas vacation that year,

it was waiting for me in the mail. Guess who got the mail that

day? Yep, it was Sarah. And she wasn’t happy that Melissa had

sent me the book. This was a red flag to me but I tried to ignore

it. Here was Melissa sending me a Christian book and she was

getting mad. Obviously part of it was jealousy. Part of it was

insecurity. And I believe part of it was that it was a Christian

book. Although Sarah went to church and believed in God, I

think she felt like she was losing me to God. Subconsciously,

she didn’t want to be second place to anybody in my life. We

were only together for about 3 months at this time, and it

was already the beginning of the end. Unfortunately, this was

an argument that we could never seem to get over. I wasn’t

budging from pursuing God more and Melissa was the person
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who led me to Christ, so naturally we still talked. Not a whole

lot, but we talked. I didn’t hide it from Sarah. She wasn’t

budging that she didn’t want me talking to her. There was no

trust. I tried to start reading and praying with Sarah. She just

wasn’t ready.

I continued to focus on work. Thinking that if I could just

get a good job, I could make Sarah happy with the money and

things would be good again. This was definitely a mistake of

mine. I should’ve been seeking God first and trusting Him to be

my source. I didn’t know any better at the time. So I kept taking

the job the best salary I could get. In April 2008 I was offered a

job as an affiliate manager for Ascender Corporation. It was a

pretty good job, good pay, nice office, etc. The only thing was

it was about an hour and 15 minutes from my apartment on

the southside of Chicago. I took the job and just dealt with the

driving. I only had the lease

Things went ok with this new job. It was something different.

I was learning new things. But the best part of my day became

the drive to and from work. For those who aren’t familiar,

Chicago has some of the worst traffic in the country. During

the first few months of working for Ascender I was listening

to my normal sports talk radio and then rap and pop music

stations during commercials. We all know the popular music

stations are notorious for playing the same songs over and over

again. Well, I started to realize that sports talk radio talked

about the same things over and over again as well. I never had

the opportunity to listen to so much radio at one time before.

I would always get bits and pieces here and there, so I never

got bored of it. I couldn’t believe howmuch they kept talking

about the same things. I believe at that time the Roger Clemens

case and steroids in baseball were a big topic. I just remember
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one day saying I can’t take this anymore, I’ve got to listen to

something else.

I started scrolling through the radio dial and came across a

guy speaking in a Scottish accent. I love listening to people

with accents for some reason. This guy’s name was Allister

Beg. He is the pastor of a church in Cleveland and has a radio

program as well. I don’t remember what he was talking about,

but I saved that station and started making it part of my daily

listening. I also came across other ministers liked Gregory

Dickow and Michael Yousef. Melissa gave me a CD series from

a preacher she really liked named Andrew Wommack. So, I

started listening to a lot of preaching during this time. What

really amazed me was how all of these guys were talking about

similar things. Mainly the love and grace of God. Not only that,

they were all quoting scriptures from the Bible. I wondered to

myself, how come I never heard any of these in my church?

At the end of a lot of these programs, the preachers would

offer an altar call or a simple prayer for salvation. This is where

they would lead their listeners in a prayer to accepting Jesus as

their savior and giving their life to Him as the Lord of their life.

It goes something like this if you are interested:

“Father, thank you for the free gift of eternal life. I open the

door of my heart and invite you to come into my life.”

I said this prayer a couple times and didn’t really mean it, I

was just saying it for my "fire insurance" as a way out of hell.

Before this time if well meaning Christians would tell me I'm

going to hell I'd be like yeah I'm going to hell, that's where

the cool people go. But after a few more months of listening

to Christian radio, I came to realize that I was trusting in my

own good works for salvation. I didn’t understand before this

that salvation is a choice I needed to make, not something that
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happened automatically if you went to church. I figured if I

went to church and tried to do more good stuff than bad stuff,

then hopefully God will have mercy on me and accept me. I

learned that the Gospel is the nearly too good to be true news

that Jesus already died for my sins. There is nothing I can do to

earn my salvation. It’s a free gift. But God doesn’t force it on

us. We have to accept it. I said that prayer in the summer of

2008 on my way to a friend’s house…this time I meant it.

Key Takeaway –

The root of my relationship problems with Sarah was that

our priorities were not aligned. Now this was not really fair for

her since I changed my priorities shortly after we started our

relationship, but it just goes to show the problems you will face

if you are not equally yoked. My mindset was to find somebody

who I was attracted to and got along with. I figured the rest

would work itself out…not true. The most important thing

about entering into a relationship with somebody is that your

spiritual beliefs are aligned. This is completely opposite from

the way most relationships start.
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Going Through Changes

Things didn’t change right away. I still felt the same and

thought the same. There is a process that many preachers talk

about which is “renewing your mind”. Basically this means

lining your mind up with what the Word of God says, not the

way the world thinks or by how you feel. For example, as a

result of some circumstances, you may feel sometimes that

God has left you or that God is mad at you. However, the Bible

and many scriptures tell us otherwise. Faith comes by hearing

and hearing of the Word of God. This is the only way to do it.

Faith is not a verb but a noun. Faith is not something you do,

it’s something that happens to you.

I was beginning to understand the importance of knowing

the Word of God and started studying the Bible when I got

home. I would read one old testament chapter and one new

testament chapter each day. Admittedly, this was kind of like

me saying one chapter a day keeps the devil away. I wasn’t

paying close attention to what I was reading. I was also praying

daily, but a lot of that time wasn’t focused on God. The point

is I was at least trying. I kept chipping away at this old way

of thinking. Gradually God was changing the way I looked at
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my circumstances. It was changing the way I thought about

myself.

The first time I realized howmuch my thinking had changed

was when I got let go frommy job on Halloween of 2008. The

executives broughtme into their office to tellme. They felt very

bad for me and said it wasn’t my fault, it’s just the experiment

didn’t work out like they thought. Normally, I would’ve been

really upset. I would’ve started worrying and thinking about

what I was going to do next. But my first thought was, God

must have something better in store. They say you’ll find what

you’re really made of when you get squeezed. Well, since I was

filling myself up with the Word of God…that’s what came out.

You don’t think thoughts like that on accident. If you just float

downstream and let the world take you where it wants, you’ll

be just reacting to whatever happens and letting your feelings

dominate you. I didn’t feel great about getting fired…but from

what I learned about the love of God and His true nature, I knew

He had great things in store for me, so I wasn’t worried.

I did feel good about getting some severance pay from the

Ascender Corporation though. They were nice enough to give

me two months. So that meant I had until the end of the year

to find a new job. I started looking and applying immediately,

but it was nice to know I had a little time to work with (I wasn’t

even aware that there was such a thing as unemployment, but

luckily I didn’t need it anyways). I had some money saved

up but not enough where I could afford to go take a vacation

or anything. So I stayed around the Chicago area. This was

an election year too, so within that first week I was watching

history and Barack Obama won the presidency. I was only

about 15 minutes up highway 290 from where Obama gave his

acceptance speech. I had chills that went downmy spine as I
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listened to him. Regardless of your political views, I thought it

was great our country had elected a black president. I felt like

it said a lot about how far we have come.

I remember it was great weather that week too. I played golf

a few times. Tried to line up some interviews, but mainly just

tried to get away from the stress and relax a little bit. I found

that relaxation in the Word of God. I was watching Christian

television a lot, just trying to stay positive and seek God for

direction inmy life. Well, after a fewmonths of searching I was

able to find a job at a web design company. It offered a decent

base salary and a good opportunity for growth. I decided to

accept the job because it was the best offer I received, but I was

still hoping for something a little better. Within the first week

I got an email from Sears. I had applied to them a few weeks

prior and they were just getting back to me. Their job offered

more of a base salary, so I set up an interview with them even

though I had already accepted this new job. I ended up getting

two interviews with Sears but didn’t get the job. It’s funny how

things work out sometimes because I thought the Sears job was

much better, but in the long run the web design job ended up

being more lucrative after the first couple years. I was able to

become the sales manager there and the residual commissions

added up to much more than I would’ve been making at Sears.

The first couple years I worked at the web design company

served as time that God was laying a foundation in me. I stayed

persistent about learning the ways of God and even though I

wasn’t seeing everything happen theway I had planned it, I was

planting seed and God was showing me more about what he

had planned for my life. My favorite preacher at the time was

AndrewWommack. He always used to say, “I haven’t arrived,

but at least I’ve left.” That’s how I felt about this time in my
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life. I was moving towards my goals and making progress, they

just weren’t seen on the outside that much yet. Since I moved

out further into the suburbs for this job, I wasn’t hanging

out with my old friends who still lived downtown that much

anymore. Actually I wasn’t hanging out with anybody that

much. I remember having conversations with Melissa at this

time and saying I’ll bet from the outside it looks like I may be

depressed or something, but in reality I was having the time

of my life. I was falling in love with God. He was romancing

me. I was on fire for the Word. That was the only thing that

mattered to me.

Time after time God would speak an awesome Word into my

life at the exact time I needed it through scriptures. There was a

time inmy life where I couldn’t imagine not going out on either

Friday or Saturday night but that’s just what I did during this

time. Now, I was perfectly content to just sit at home and read

the Bible. It’s awesomehowGodwill change your heart towards

things you never would’ve thought you would do before.

Key Takeaway -

Hindsight can tell us what we may have had to sacrifice but

it can’t tell us the bad stuff we might’ve missed out on. Even

though it didn’t look like things were working out that well for

me at the time, they really were…I just didn’t know it yet. I still

had a lot of things I was waiting for but the best way to wait for

something is to not even be aware that you are waiting for it.

The time I spent with God during this season in my life made

the time go by fast, so that I didn’t think much about all the

things I used to do and all the things I wanted in the future. I

was able to stay present and enjoy life right where I was at.
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For The Love

It was during this time thatmy love formusic came back as well.

I had really forgotten it for a while, but started getting excited

again about writing new songs. I created a document in which I

started writing down Bible verses that I wanted to remember. I

was adding to the document rhymes that were coming to mind

as I was memorizing those verses along with song and album

ideas. I was researching a lot of things like where to find beats,

studio time, how to market your music, etc.

I decided to name my first comeback mixtape “For The Love”

because that’s what I felt I was making this music for now.

Before I was trying to do it tomakemoney and out of this heavy

obligation I felt from my past experiences, but now this was

pure. I wanted the listeners to know it. I had in my mind that I

was going tomake one project as an unsigned artist and just try

tomake it so hot that I would get signed to a record label. There

I went again. This was going to be my masterpiece. I started

working on it during the fall of 2009, but didn’t start recording

it until the summer of 2010. I had a good idea of the general

concept for the idea and song themes I wanted to use, but I

wasn’t sure if I was going to have the time to finish the whole
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mixtape. I decided to start with a demo CD again of three songs.

This followed a format I thought most artists used which was

to make one radio type song, one slower song and one harder

song. My rhyme sheet came in handy, along with a few friends

frommy old neighborhood who had studios I could record at.

So I scheduled some time to record with one of my fellow

18 Mile friends (Charlie aka Charlie Beans, check him out at

twitter.com/charliebeansam) over the July 4th holiday break.

The first time I went in, let’s just say I was a little rusty. I

wasn’t prepared as well as I should’ve been, and wasn’t able

to record the song the way I wanted to. Charlie was gracious

and pretty much had mercy on me. I am lucky because most

studios would have charged per hour, but he was charging me

per song. I ended up banging them out on my next session and

was pretty happy with how they turned out. That inspired me

to finish up the rest of the songs I had planned. I wrote some

more and planned on recording them over the Thanksgiving

and Christmas breaks.

One of the songs I recorded during the Thanksgiving break

was called “One Fan”. This was a remix of the song Nas did

“One Mic”. For those who aren’t familiar, sometimes when a

rap artist makes a mixtape he will use beats that others have

previously done songs to. This brings some familiarity for the

new artist but also presents a challenge to make the listeners

forget about the previously done song. This song was created

about a fewweeks before I recorded it. I was praying and asking

God how this was going to happen. I felt like God wanted me

to speak to people through music, but I didn’t know how to do

it. As I got still long enough for Him to talk to me, I felt He was

saying all you need is me. In other words, stop trying to figure

it out yourself. Just trust me. The scripture I mentioned earlier
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came to my mind; Psalm 34:10 “Even strong young lions go

starving sometimes, but those who trust in the Lord will never

lack any good thing." I must’ve heard the Nas song somewhere

around this time because this beat came to my head. Lyrics

just started coming to me. Before I knew it I had half a verse

written out. The whole song was written a few hours later. This

is what happens when you let go and let God. When you let God

work through you, the gifts He has placed in you naturally flow

out of you. It’s like a tree that bears fruit. An apple tree doesn’t

have to struggle to produce apples…it’s just what it does.

I remember I felt God moving through me when I recorded

this song as well. This was before I started typing out my lyrics

and bringing them to the studio. I had them written on a sheet

of paper. As I was laying down the second verse, I had to flip

the page in order to finish it. Well, I had a good take going and

was trying to flip the page to get the other side with the rest

of the lyrics, but I didn’t make it. God supernaturally brought

the lyrics to my mind and not only that, helped me deliver

them on beat with an emotion that I had never been able to

express before. This was the first time I actually felt like an

artist and not just a rapper. I felt like I was making a song that

was real and that could help other people too. At this time I

was recovering from surgery on my Achilles. It was only about

6 weeks after my surgery and I was still on crutches. I could

really only put weight on one leg and I didn’t have a chair to sit

down on either. God supernaturally gave me the strength to

overcome that as well. As I sat down after recording the song, I

remember feeling God’s love and warmth towards me. I wasn’t

even thinking that much about the content of the song at the

time. I wanted to make sure I got it recorded, then I would

reflect some more on it later. For the first time in my life I
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really felt like I was where I was supposed to be.

I finished recording the rest of the mixtape during the

Christmas break that followed. I was really hustling to because I

had to record 6 songs in one day. I was exhausted after that day,

but I had to get it in because I wanted to make sure I recorded

it with my friends back home. I had plans to feature my two

other boys I started rapping with Justin and Brandon. They said

they would do a couple songs with me but ended up not being

able to make it. It was all good though. I filled in their parts

myself and was happy with how everything turned out. Now I

just needed to wait for the songs to be mixed and mastered and

I could release them.

When I got back home to Chicago I started recording videos

frommy computer camera introducing the songs and letting

the listeners know what I was thinking when I wrote them and

what I hoped people would get out of them. I had everything

setup so that when the album was ready I could upload it and

hopefully start spreading thewordwith good reviews and shout

outs. I’ll never forget the day I released the album. It was

on a snow day in late February. I thought it would be perfect

since most people wouldn’t be going anywhere, I could post

it on my Facebook and Twitter accounts and hopefully get a

lot of downloads. I had about 350 friends on Facebook and few

thousand followers on twitter. I was trying to do the math and

figure out how many downloads I could get in the first days,

weeks, etc. I was figuring I could get at least at a few hundred.

The grand total I got my first day was 11. I couldn’t believe it. I

had put my heart and soul into this and felt like I deserved a

little more credit than what I was getting. I remember I called

into Gregory Dickow’s show “Ask The Pastor” and asked him

to pray with me about it. Looking back on it, my ambition was
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mainly selfish at this point and also the root of all my grief.

One Fan and a couple others songs could be called Christian

rap, but the rest was just like the rest of the stuff the radio

plays, which isn't necessarily bad just not the best fit for me

at the time. The bottom line was I thought I was a lot further

along than I was. I still had a lot to learn.

Key Takeaway –

God cares more about you then about what you can do for

him. Whatever you do for God, do it wholeheartedly with

pure motives. Make sure your motives are right first though.

You don’t have to try to earn God’s favor. Doing things to

impress people will leave you in a cycle of frustration and

disappointment.

When you are in the center of God’s will for your life, things

will come easily, you won’t have to struggle so hard to make

things happen. Things will happen as a natural result of

walking in God’s strength. It will feel effortless on your part

and you will enjoy it the most because you are living life from

your passions, not from a position of obligation thinking that

you should or have to.
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GuessWho's Back - Guilty Conscious

I was still relatively young in the Lord at this time, so rather

than looking at this situation and understanding that God still

had some work to do with me, I just tried harder to do it in my

own power. A common phrase used by famous rappers when

they come out with a new album is "guess who's back". Em

said it several times at the beginning of his radio song Without

Me. Jay-Z had a radio song called Guess Who's Bizzack, which

I loved in the summer of 2002 when all the crazy stuff was

happening to me. I never used the phrase myself in my lyrics

but it could be applied to this season inmy life in a few different

ways. For one, yes I was back with the music in the physical.

The second is in the spiritual...the law man was back. I started

walking with God in grace, but as is the case with many new

Christians, I all too soon went back to the law, which breeds

guilt and condemnation. I'll elaborate it about it later in this

chapter.

I started writingmy second volume of “For The Love” shortly

after this in March of 2011. I figured this time I would use some

more popular songs and try to show peoplemore ofmy abilities.

I was writing with somewhat of an edge…a little more anger
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than I should’ve been. I still knew God loved me and knew I

wanted to make more Christian rap songs, but I also wanted to

make somemore songs with a harder edge. I wanted to prove

to people they were wrong to not give memore props. So again,

I had some selfish motives and was approaching the project

with one foot in and one foot out.

FTL vol. 2 was released in September of 2011. This one had

even less downloads and feedback than my first CD. I was kind

of expecting it this time. Although I felt like there were many

good songs, I just didn’t knowhow to connect withmy audience

and get exposure for my work. More importantly though, I feel

that because I had a lot of selfish motives behind the music I

still wasn’t ready and it wasn’t the right timing.

In September of 2011, Jay-Z and Kanye West released their

duo album entitled “Watch The Throne”. Duo albums were

the hot thing that year as Eminem did one with Royce Da 5’9.

Drake and Lil Wayne did one as well. So I had the idea to do a

duo album with my friend Justin. We did one track together on

my last project and I thought it went well. I also had a dream

of doing a group album with Justin, Brandon and I like in the

old days. But I knew it would be too hard to get everybody on

the same page. So I figured this would be the next best thing.

Justin was down to do it, the only thing was I had to find all the

beats and write all the lyrics. He didn’t like to write, so if this

was going to get done, I had to do it.

Youmay notice by now that this wasmy third project I started

working on. They were all one after another. As soon as I knew

I wanted tomakemusic again, I felt a real sense of urgency. The

reason why is that, as I mentioned before, rap is considered a

young man's game and I was already in my late 20's. I felt like

I lost a lot of time in my late 20's trying to find myself, so I was
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trying to make up for it. The only problem was, I kept trying to

do it my own way, instead of letting Christ lead me.

My plan was to make about 10 songs and finish it by the end

of the year. Then I could start on another solo project at the

beginning of the year. Well, we only ended up finishing about

7 songs. I should've known better. God later showed me how I

could use many of those songs towards a future project, so they

didn't go to waste.

What I was dealing with here is the temptation common to

man, which is defining myself by what I do and trying to make

myself right bymyworks. I had no contentment or satisfaction.

I felt if I could just make enough good songs, then I could have

"the good life". All the while I was missing out on relationship

with God.

This is a common occurrence for new Christians. They start

off in grace but move back to the law. Legalism takes us back to

our own strength. When you try to earn the gifts of God, they

cease to be gifts. Legalism can look good on the outside but

it's really just a sneaky way of trusting in our own goodness

and trying to bring God in debt to us because of our goodness.

This is why it's so important to keep hearing a message of

pure grace. Our relationship with God is not meant to be a

short-term honeymoon. He wants us to start in grace and grow

in grace. What "baby Christians" experience is living in grace

and we are never supposed to step out of that.

Here's an example from Jeremiah Johnson that will hopefully

drive this point home. Imagine if a child says they are going

to earn all their Christmas gifts this year. It does two things;

one it takes the joy of giving away from the parents because

they are no longer gifts but something they earned. Second,

what if they are not very good? It limits the parents in what
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they can give. See how the attitude of legalism sucks the grace

out? It turns what is supposed to be a beautiful relationship

into employment. It also breeds guilt and condemnation.

Regardless of how good you are, eventually you will mess up.

The goodness ofman always fails but the goodness of God never

fails.

God knows this and it's why the Gospel exists. Just like when

humans come together and bring forth a baby, if there is no

relationship, there is no fruit. The end goal of the Gospel is

not for people to produce fruit for God, but relationship with

God. The end goal of the Gospel is to bring forth innocence

in our hearts so we desire to be close to God. You don't want

to hang out with somebody you feel guilty around. If there is

no relationship, there is no intimacy and thus there is no fruit.

The end goal of the Gospel is to keep you in the love of God.

This is what good pastors do; they continuously shepherd their

people into the love of God. They don't keep reminding people

of all the things they are supposed to be doing that they are

not and all the things they are doing that they shouldn't be.

That is being sin conscious, not Jesus conscious. The love of

God is not just a one-time thing to be heard when we are "baby

Christians". Just like when a woman gets married, the man

publicly declares his love for her but she needs to hear it more

than just that one time.

I knowwe are all taught that hardwork is the ticket to success

and there is nothingwrongwith hardwork, but let it come from

a place of passion and God's favor. It's possible to be resting

spiritually but still doing things physically. Let others have the

labors and toils, you rest in what God has said about you and

trust that He is working all things out for your good.

Here are some scriptures to consider:

59



18MILE

"And if by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it were,

grace would no longer be grace." Romans 11:6 NIV.

"I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could

be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” Gal. 2:21

NIV.

"Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you

are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace." Gal. 5:4 KJV.

Key Takeaway -

Whether you are a baby Christian, been walking with God for

a long time or not a Christian at all, realize the grace of God

is all you need. Relying on your own strength and wisdom is a

slippery slope and detrimental to your relationship with God.
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A Place Called There

When I look back on my life in my late twenties and early

thirties, I can see now that I was obviously lusting for life.

Lusting iswhen youwantmore ofwhat you alreadyhave enough

of. Seeking things you already have more than enough of is a

life of lust and stems from believing the lie of lack. If you think

you lack it will lead to you going and trying to get it in your own

ability rather than getting with God about it.

The lie of lack leads to this “place called there” mentality.

It happens when you think everything will be good if you can

just get to a certain place, whether that be financially, in a

relationship, health wise or any other area of your life where

you aren’t exactly where you want to be right now. Believing

this lie of lack opens you up to be manipulated into a works

system. The only reason people fall into these traps is because

they think they lack. It’s not that they are bad people, they

just haven’t been taught right. They see what happens in most

churches, where they usher you right into the hamster wheel,

they tell you to run for a certain amount of time in order to get

some fruit, you run for that period of time, then don’t see the

fruit you are expecting and they proceed to tell you, well you just
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haven’t run long enough. If anybody finds themselves in that

position, just know it’s ok to get off that hamster wheel and

throw your hands up in frustration. That’s actually what God

wants you to see, that His life for you is not meant to be full of

labors and toils. That you can’t make Him owe you something

by all thework you’re doing. It starts byHis grace and continues

in His grace. It’s all His grace.

See if you know you don’t lack you can’t be manipulated. It’s

just like when Jesus was on the cross and the Pharisees were

mocking him, saying if He’s really God why doesn’t he save

himself and come down from the cross. They were trying to

manipulate Him into action. It’s a glorious place to be when

you realize you don’t have to keep working some principles in

order to get to some place God wants you to be and that you are

already there.

Now I understand many of you might be thinking, well I do

lack. I don't have all the money I want, relationships, health,

etc. That is thinking from a carnal perspective, not spiritual.

You actually do have everything you need for life in Christ.

Again, I know this might be hard to comprehend but consider

this; everything you see right now like your clothes, home,

car, etc. all existed in somebody's mind first before they were

manifested in the physical. So if you are able to get a revelation

of what you have in the spiritual realm in Christ and simply

continue in that regardless of what it looks like, it's only a

matter of time before it will manifest in the physical. This is

what James spoke about when he said faith without works is

dead. We usually have our own definition of works, but Jesus

defined work as believing in Him in John chapter 6. If we apply

that definition for work to the verse in James, basically what

he's saying is faith without continuing to believe was never
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faith at all.

Lecrae described a situation where he felt lack in His book

Unashamed. “I didn’t win the Grammy for “Best Rap Perfor-

mance” that year, and I was surprisingly disappointed when

my name wasn’t called. But in retrospect, I think I received

something that was more valuable: a reminder that part of

being human—and especially being Christian—means not

fitting in and the only solution is learning to look to God for

ultimate recognition. As I’ve said in songs and speeches, if

you live for people’s acceptance, you’ll die from their rejection.

This belief hasmade it possible to keep doingwhat I do and keep

being who I am, unashamed.” {} Lecrae (Unashamed Chapter

00 – Red Carpet Treatment).

When Lecrae refers to finding our ultimate recognition in

God, he is referring to finding our identity in Him. Whenwe are

aware of whatwe already have inHim, it prevents us fromgoing

off and trying to find our identity in what we have, what we do

and what is happening to us. When we know how approved we

already are of God it prevents us from going out and seeking

the approval of others. Since I didn’t know what I had in Christ

and how approved I was, I would compare myself with others

and see that I lacked. I felt like I needed to justify myself. Even

though that wasn’t really true, I perceived it to be true so it was

reality to me.

It’s like our ability is on one side of the spectrum and God’s

ability is on the other. If we accept the free gift God is trying

to give us, we will see our life line up with God’s through no

effort on our part. It’s a beautiful thing. This will free us up to

live life out of the desires of our hearts and not the lie of lack.

If we think we lack, then we will naturally try to find ways to

go and get those things. This is why I love Psalm 23 and verses
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1-2 especially which says:“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall

not lack. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads

me beside quiet waters.” NIV. Sheep are notoriously nervous

animals. They don’t really have anything to protect themselves

with, so they won’t lie down or relax unless they know they are

taken care of. In these scriptures, David is giving us a picture

of the way God takes care of us. He is trustworthy and when

we know that, we can relax. What we tend to do is try to figure

things out in our own ability and then ask God to bless it rather

than coming to him based on what we already have in Christ.

James 4:3 says you ask and do not receive because you ask

amiss. The word amiss in the original language is sick. The

way I see it, if you are asking from a position of lack, your belief

system is sick. Therefore you are asking amiss and will not

receive because of what you are believing…not because God

has said no to your prayer. James also said let not a double

minded mind think he should receive anything. Our thinking

contradicts itself when we say our refuge is in Jesus but also

our ability to perform certain tasks. Which one is it? Don’t let

belief in yourself creep in. When you keep your belief solely in

Jesus you position yourself to receive from what He has already

done for you. You also get to know the Father better when you

are dependent on the finished work of Jesus. You get to know

His passion and reasoning much better.

2 Peter 1:3 says we have been given all things that pertain

to life and godliness. My recommendation would be to get

with God about these things until you are fully persuaded. If

you start reasoning about your life and praying before you are

aware and fully persuaded of what you already have, then you

open yourself up to lusting for life and your prayers become

prayers of begging. Biblical hope is not begging but a confident
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expectation.

Psalm 78 gives us a good example of how we limit God

sometimes. In verse 41 it says they turned back and tempted

God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. So they didn’t

remember his power and ability. Mathew 13:58 talks about

how the people in Jesus’ hometown limited him because of

their unbelief. Psalm 84:11 says no good thing does he withhold

from them that walk uprightly. The word uprightly there is

not speaking of people who do everything right. It’s translated

from a Hebrew word (tamim) whichmeans complete or perfect.

The Hebrew word “tam” can also mean simple, in a sense

like being single-minded rather than double-minded. We are

complete in Christ. His grace and influence are more than

enough for all our needs.

Key Takeaway –

You don’t need to try to justify yourself and prove yourself to

others. When you are rooted in the approval and provision you

already have in God, it prevents all the lusting for life, stress

from having to justify yourself and worrying about getting all

the things you need for life. Understanding your identity in

Christ and God’s heart towards you allows you to get your mind

off of all the things you need and puts you in a position to just

enjoy your life with God right where you are while He gets you

where you are going. This is the life God has always intended

for us to have…just like Adam walking in the cool of the day

with Him before the fall. The life God has designed us for is not

one to be born from self-effort, willpower or obligation. God

wants you to be able to live from the passion in your heart that

results from your relationship with Him.
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DeadWrong - Looking on the Heart

As you can see, I’ve made a lot of mistakes in my life. I lived a

very rebellious life from about 18 to 25. I drank, smoked, cussed,

and did a whole lot of other things I’m not proud of. And, even

after I got saved and knew better, I still continued to do a lot of

things I knew I shouldn’t have. Yet, God still blessed me and

worked through me.

This is one of the main points that I want to make in this

book; God loves you unconditionally. He is not dealing with us

based on our performance. The scripture 1 Samuel 16:7 says

that people judge by the outward appearance but the Lord looks

on the heart. Thismeans God looks at your core beliefs andwhy

you do what you do, not just what you do. We have a tendency

to think that someone’s outward actions tell the whole story,

but that is just not the case. I’m sure we can all think of times

when we did things we really didn’t mean to. Sometimes we let

our emotions get the best of us. Just look at Peter’s life. Many

times his heart was right, but the follow through was not (the

denial, walking on water, etc.).

Think about theway you look at your familymembers. You’re

usually much more willing to give them grace then you would
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be to somebody you don’t know. You may be very critical of

somebody who does something you don’t agree with who is

a stranger but if they’re family we’re quick to come up with

the reasons/excuses why they did what they did. You might

even find yourself liking or loving posts on social media from

your family members, but when somebody else says or posts

something very similar you don’t give them any love.

In my life, there is a little girl named Ilyana who goes to my

church. She is really precious and has a great attitude. Her dad

is not involved in her life so I love to show her special attention

when I can. To me, it’s like this girl can do no wrong. I don’t

care what happens, I always see her as innocent. And she’s not

even family to me. This is how I feel like God looks at us, in

our innocence. Most feel like He’s up in heaven with his arms

crossed and a mad look on his face. That is dead wrong. I see

him like the picture on my blog God Needs New PR logo with a

big smile on his face pointing at us as if to say “you da man”.

I heard Joel Osteen compare theway God looks at us to a kid in

a football game who was returning a kickoff. I don’t remember

all the details but he basically said this kidmade one goodmove

but messed up the rest of the play and I think he lost yardage.

Joel was standing next to the boy's dad during the play and

his dad said, “Boy did you see that one good move he made.”

You see, that’s how we look at people we really love. We see

their one good move. We see them in innocence. That’s how

God looks at us. He’s not scrutinizing our every move. We are

the apple of His eye. Greg Henry put it this way: “You are the

passion in God’s heart. He is passionate about you & your life.

He is passionate about you experiencing His love, and being set

free from the fear that is in the world.”
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How God Changed My Heart

There was a time when I was a kid when I remember crying in

my garage because I couldn’t spin the ball onmy finger like the

Globetrotters did. I didn’t care that kids weren’t supposed to

be able to do that. I wanted to do it and I couldn't, so I felt like

a failure. There was no feeling of it’s alright and everything

is going to be okay. If I didn’t get what I wanted, everything

would not be ok until I did. I was ultra determined to get what

I wanted. Eventually I was able to spin the ball on my finger.

Other peoplewere amazed but I wasn’t...I expected it to happen.

I was amazed at their amazement. Why are you so shocked I

would think. Of course I was going to find a way to make it

happen. It’s this sort of determination that would set me up

for much frustration in the future, but I had no clue at the time.

After all, this is what the world preaches to you. Work hard and

you can get whatever you want. This is true when it comes to

the things of the world like a job, house, and to a certain extent

even human relationships. As I mentioned previously, there

is nothing wrong with working hard or being successful but

whether you realize it or not, most people love you based on

what you can give them and if that is where you get your value

and worth from, it sets you up for major disappointment. If

you want to see the real character of a person, watch how they

treat someone who can’t give them anything.

But this is not how it works in terms of our relationship with

God. He does not love us based on what we give to Him. This

is so hard for us to get our heads around. He just keeps loving

and giving to us regardless of what we do. See when I started

to understand this, it developed a little something in me that

church folks know of as “older brotherism”. It’s when you are
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offended at God’s love and mercy towards others because you

work so hard for it and feel that you somehow should deserve

more. It’s when you simply have a servant relationship with

God where you only work for Him, but don’t actually knowHim.

God has done quite a work in my heart in the about 8 years

I’ve been walking with Him now. When I refer to the heart

I’m talking about the belief system. What you believe deep

down in the core of your being. This is where you will make

decisions and reason from. My background is that I grew up

playing a lot of sportswith basketball beingmy favorite one. My

generation was also heavily influenced by the hip hop culture,

and as I mentioned growing up in Detroit when I did, Eminem

was one of the biggest influencers. He is known for insulting

other well-known celebrities, making fun of them and battle

rapping. I played a lot of pickup basketball inmy neighborhood

as well, with kids who loved to talk trash. I’m not saying it

was like the White Men Can’t Jump movie, but it was similar

at times. So being around this type of environment all the

time I was ingrained with thinking negatively about people and

looking for the worst in them rather than the best. I could have

chosen to not participate in it, so I don’t want it to seem as

if I’m putting all the blame on Eminem or hip hop…I’m just

saying this is what I chose and the result of it. I knew some of

the things I was getting involved in were not good, but it’s like

2pac said “even though they sold drugs, they showed a young

brother love".

When we see people the way God sees them it makes inviting

them in much easier. If you think God is mad at them, you

might be apt to not treat them like God would but that is

somebody that Jesus died for. God wants to adopt everybody

into his family but many times we make judgments about
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people or are scared about how we may look if we associate

ourselves with someone. God loves everybody and is inviting

us all in to be a part of His family. He can’t force us though and

that doesn’t mean all are saved. Just because you are beautiful

to Him doesn’tmean you have eternal life. You can be beautiful

to God and not be a possessor of life if you choose not to believe

in Him.

The parables in Luke 15 show us the value God places on the

one. In these passages we see the parable of the lost sheep, the

lost coin and the lost son. It’s interesting to note why each of

these are lost and what God seems to be saying through these

parables. Sheep are not the brightest animals…they get lost

because it’s in their nature to get lost. That is why they need a

shepherd. The coin was lost because of circumstances. The son

was lost because he wanted to be lost, it was his choice. God

shows his concern for them all though. It’s like He’s saying I

don’t care why they are lost or why they are the way they are…I

have a spot for them in my family and I will seek to find them

and persuade them of it.

When I started walking with God, I was surprised to hear that

He didn’t focus on my outward actions. What I found was that

Hewas changing the way I thought andwhat I believed. Instead

of looking at somebody and immediately noticing something

bad or thinking something nasty, I would hear Him saying

things like “isn’t this person beautiful”, “I would love for you

to get to know this person, they’re so awesome”, etc. I’ll admit I

was pretty shockedwhen I started hearing these things because

of some of the old programming that was still left in mind, but

it grew on me. I heard Greg Henry tell a story about how his

wife’s parents adopted a little dog. I believe it was abused by

its previous owner, which resulted in it being very mean and
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having a hard time trusting it’s owners. But because they chose

to love the dog anyway, despite its bad behavior, the dog started

to believe it was lovable and thus started to trust it’s owners and

act much nicer. This is how the heart of the Father influences

us which leads to our actions.

This reminds me of a scene in the movie La La Land where

the two main characters are discussing an upcoming audition.

It's kind of the turning point in the movie and a crossroads for

their careers. The guy is trying to convince the girl to go to the

audition but she is discouraged with her current position. She

is honest with him and says she thinks all the rejection has

hurt her toomuch. She says maybe she is just not good enough.

To this, the guy starts going crazy. He's like what?!?! What do

you mean you're not good enough?!?! See he believed in her

when nobody else did and that helped her to continue on. I

won't say what happens at the end for those who haven't seen

it, but his belief in her led her into action.

Abraham had a situation that looked very bleak concerning

his child with Sarah that God promised. He then got busy

trying to do it in his own power and created Ishmael with his

bondservant which createdmajor problems. Then God spoke to

him and said hewill be the father ofmany nations and the Bible

says he believedGod and itwas counted tohimas righteousness.

What most people remember is that Abraham believed God,

but it's important to remember where that belief came from.

God believed in him and that persuaded Abraham to believe.

Examples in the Bible

There are several examples in the Bible of how God looks on

the heart:
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– Peter’s Denial – he denied Jesus 3 times during the events

leading up to the cross then Jesus asks him 3 times in John 21 if

he loves him. Jesus didn’t do like how we often do by looking

only at Peter’s outward actions. He knew what was in his heart

and gave him an opportunity to redeem himself. Had Jesus not

done this Peter’s inclusion as one of his disciple’s may have

been questioned. Jesus restored him.

– Paul’s Conversion – In Acts 9 we see Paul’s conversion on

the road to Damascus. This is somebody who was persecuting

and killing followers of Jesus. God saw passed the error that

Paul was in and saw the zeal for Him that was in his heart.

– The Woman Caught in Adultery – the law said to stone her

to death. Jesus said he didn’t condemn her.

– Gideon – The Lord called him amightyman of valor despite

some of his fearful actions at the time.

– Mephibosheth – technically it’s David who restores him,

but he was a type of Christ. The world saw him as disabled and

poor…God came and reminded him of his identity and seat at

the King’s table. God’s family is the one in the Godhead which

has been from the beginning with the Father, Son and Holy

Spirit. This is the table we have a seat at. Religion has no place

for people who don’t conform to their ways, but God does.

Key Takeaway -

The world may give up on you. The church may give up on

you. You may even give up on yourself. But God never gives

up on you. He is a friend that is closer than a brother. There is

nothing that can separate you from God except you believing a

lie. The truth sets you free.

Many times in our lives we need someone to believe in us.
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Unfortunately, we are not convinced that God wants to be this

person. We think that he believed the lie Satan accuses us with.

Beloved God is for you. He believes in you. You can go to Him

whenever you want as many times as you need and know that

He will always be there for you.
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No Love - Freedom FromOffense,

Rejection &Unforgiveness

Now if I break downmy life back in the early college days which

shaped much of my life so far, I can see one of the root causes

for me feeling such a desire to impress others was because of

the offense I felt from their rejection. I felt no love and that they

were rejecting me. So I wanted to prove to them how wrong

they were.

Offense Defined

Let’s take a look at the Greek word translated for offense:

Skandalon:

1) the movable stick or trigger of a trap, a trap stick1a) a trap,

snare1b) any impediment placed in the way and causing one to

stumble or fall, (a stumbling block, occasion of stumbling), i.e.

a rock which is a cause of stumbling)

The part about causing one to stumble is particularly inter-

esting. We get so easily offended nowadays and it causes us to

stumble at the truth resulting in us losing sight of whowe really
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are. We then take those words on as the truth and it shapes the

way we live our lives without us even realizing it. Sometimes

it’s not even something that is real, we just think it is. For

example, some people may get offended because the pastor

didn’t say hi to them but it’s not something he even meant to

do. Now they go around thinking all these things about how

bad the pastor is and how he doesn’t treat them well when he

didn’t even mean to not say hi to them.

In my personal experience, sometimes I get offended by how

few people read my blog. Then I start trying to figure out what

that says about me and ask why they don’t like me? All the

while it could just be that they didn’t see my blog post, maybe

they don’t like that particular topic, maybe they are too busy to

read it at that time. It could be a number of things that happen

but it doesn’t necessarilymean they don’t likemy blog orme in

general. But before I know it I can be so far down the road with

these thoughts that I don’t even think twice about whether

they are true or not, I just accept them as truth. See how this

offense gets us to start stumbling at the truth of who we really

are and what God says about us?

I didn’t really grow up with the church crowd, so when I

started going again I felt like if I wasmyself I would be offensive

to them. I also thought I was offensive to God. I learned to hold

back who I really was and that affected my relationships. It

wasn’t until I started listening to Greg Henry that I was really

set free from this lie and able to be myself again. I remember

oneparticularmessage that he referencedoneof the definitions

of righteousness, which is the state of him who is as he ought

to be. He kept saying you are as you ought to be. It was a foreign

concept to me at the time. I was so used to being told that I

wasn’t doing enough or feeling that I didn’t have enough. It
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was so refreshing to hear that I was as I ought to be. It felt

scandalous at first, but I knew in my spirit it was right.

Who Told You That?

Why was it so hard for me to accept that I was as I ought to

be? I was stumbling at the truth because I believed lies that

other people toldme or lies that I was feeling that weren’t even

true. Either way, it made it very difficult to accept the truth.

How could this be?

I never took a step back from the things I was hearing and

feeling to ask myself; who told me that? In other words, was

that a lie from the enemy or the truth fromGod? I just accepted

that because I felt it, that it was true. All I could see is what the

offense was tellingme to see, not the spirit of God. As we begin

to take these lies on, we become blinded by the offenses. But if

the truth sets us free, then anything that puts us into bondage

to something is not the truth.

It’s very liberating when you come to the realization that

people don’t have the power to harm you and that your life

doesn’t have to be ruled by other people’s opinions. It’s not

actually them that is offending you, it’s what you are believing

that offends you. If you don’t look to people for justification

then they can’t hurt you. This frees you up to be yourself again.

As you find yourself you will see that you can express the Father

in ways that nobody else can. Also, the very things that you

may struggle with are the very things that God can set you

free from and then use to set others free from that exact same

thing. You don’t have to be ashamed of it. We all stumble at

the truth sometimes and it helps whenwe find others who have

overcome our same situations and can relate to what we are
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going through.

What Eyes Are You Seeing With?

So when we start feeling rejected, we need to get back with

God and recover our sight. Remember if what people are saying

about you doesn't set you free but brings you pain, then it's

not the truth. Here are the questions we want to ask ourselves

when we think we are being rejected; Are they seeing the real

us? With what eyes are they seeing us with?

To answer the first question, I would say no. They have not

really seen you. To answer the second question, I would say

they are seeing you with eyes that have been perverted by the

devil. The wisdom of the world causes people to not see you

for who you really are. They see things about you that are born

from a lie planted by the enemy. They don’t know the real you.

Imagine trying to see somebody in a room that is pitch black.

You may see something is there but you don’t see it for what it

really is. That’s how people who are rejecting you are seeing

you.

Here’s a good analogy from Greg Henry. Say I want to give

you a nice car. I tell you to go to my house and take a look but

somehow the address gets mixed up and you end up looking

at a real junky car. You then decide to reject my offer. Having

not seen the real car that I wanted to give you, have you really

rejected it?

Think about the rejection Jesus dealt with and why that

happened. The scriptures say Jesus was in the world, but they

knew him not (John 1:10). Also, that had they known who he

really was they would not have crucified him (1 Cor. 2:8). They

rejected him because they couldn’t see him for who He really
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was. Had people known who He really was and had people

known who we really are, they wouldn’t have said and done the

things they have done to us.

They Know Not What They Do

When we start to feel offended and rejected, it’s a huge

indication that we need to guard our hearts. Guard our hearts

fromwhat though? What does thatmean? Remember the heart

speaks of our belief system. We are guarding our beliefs from

the lies of the enemy about us either spoken through others or

planted in our own thoughts. Our emotions start to run high

and the enemy will try to take advantage of us by coming and

planting a lie. If he can get a lie in there, we will live our lives

through it. So if we feel offense coming on, we need to go back

and remind ourselves what God says about us.

We see the ultimate example of this when Jesus was on the

cross. Remember he said, “Father forgive them for they know

not what they do”. Here he was suffering the worst death

known to man and he was forgiving the people responsible

while on the cross. How can we find that kind of a life born in

us? Is it even possible? Yes, it is. Jesus was able to separate

the person from the belief system they were under that was

causing them to sin against him and so can we.

The key is to understand what is causing them to act the way

they are. We typically will just make a judgment that they are a

bad person. But think about it like this; say you see somebody's

car parked outside the lines of the parking space with no other

cars around it. You would probably think gosh that guy parked

liked a jerk. But what if there were cars parked crooked when

he was parking which caused him to park like that? You didn't
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see what caused him to park like that, but it wasn't that he was

just a jerk. See my point?

Remember the shooting at the South Carolina church? Many

members of that church publicly stated that they forgave the

shooter, even after he killed their family members. I know

many of you probably think that is crazy, but I’ll tell you this,

it’s much better than living the rest of your life in bitterness.

Forgiveness actually does much more for you than it does for

the other person. It’s a blessed life when you can bless the very

people who sin against you. But it’s important to note that

these people were not able to do this in their own ability or

just because they are some super holy people. What made this

possible was them fellowshipping with the Holy Spirit, who is

the comforter that can cast out these lies and free them up to

see the truth of the matter. You don’t do the truth, the truth

does you.

Forgiveness

When it comes to forgiveness, some of us need to forgive

others, some of us need to forgive ourselves and some of us

even need to forgive God. If you need to forgive others, itmakes

it much easier when you remember howmuch you have been

forgiven and what God thinks about that person. Stop blaming

them for the way you feel. Most times the people close to us

who have the ability to offend us the most are trying their best

but just can’t do it perfectly. Let them off the hook. You can

never find justification in their approval or love for you anyways.

You can only find it in Christ.

If you continue to choose to not forgive, then you are opening

a door for the devil to come in and wreak havoc. I used to be
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of the mindset that I would treat others as they treated me. If

they loved me, I loved them. If they hated me, I hated them.

I soon found that was a very miserable and weak way to live

though. You are putting yourself at the mercy of how others

treat you. It’s a much more enjoyable and powerful position to

be in when you are free from unforgiveness.

Same goes for forgiving yourself in regards to letting yourself

off the hook. Sometimeswemay think it’s humble to go around

saying things like “well I’m just a sinner” but it’s actually self-

centered and prideful. You are focusing on what you have done,

not what God has done for you in Jesus. Also, you are exalting

your own opinion above God’s. He wants you to enjoy your life

more than even you do. It doesn’t bless Him to see you living

in guilt and condemnation. He desires to set you free from

it. I know it may be hard sometimes but just invite Him in to

persuade your heart of the truth.

If you need to forgive God then it’s probably because you have

either gotten into pride or are believing a lie about Him. You

may be upset at God because you think He allowed a certain

thing to happen or didn’t do something that you thought He

should have. For one, we have to trust that He knows best. And

two, we need to be reminded of the scripture in John 10:10:

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have

come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” NIV

Key Takeaway -

Forgiving others does more for us than it does others. There

is only one person who has truly seen you for who you are; that

is God and He has not rejected you. Understanding this frees

you from unforgiveness and getting offended so easily, which
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allows you to have much better relationships. Your quality of

life will improve when you havemoremeaningful relationships

as well.

I understand it's hard to forgive others sometimes. It's

something many struggle with. So if you find you have some

unforgiveness in your heart you may want to say a prayer like

this; "Lord, I realize I have some unforgiveness inmy heart and

I don't want it to be there anymore. I choose to give this to you

and trust that you will work to rid me of it. I ask that you help

me see myself as I am, help _(insert their name here)_ see me

and themselves as they are and help me to see you for who you

really are."
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Infinite Confident Expectation

Another big reason I wrote this book was I wanted people to

understand why I and many others end up living in rebellion

to God. Most people don’t get up and say I’m really going to

show the world how to sin today. It’s something that gradually

happens as a result of hardening our hearts to God and getting

our eyes on the things of the world. The reason many people

end up living this way is a combination of not knowing what

God has already given them in Christ and believing that a good

report about their life is found in the things of this world

(i.e. big house, nice car, etc.). It’s like if you’re standing in

front of a bunch of people naked. You’re not just going to

stand there…you will get busy trying to find some clothes.

Understanding that you have been clothed in righteousness by

the Father keeps you from finding your identity in what you do,

what you have and what is happening to you.

Proverbs 13:12 says hope deferred makes the heart sick. In

the Message version it words hope deferred as unrelenting

disappointment. This is what happens when we are looking to

the world to find a good report about our life instead of what

God has said and done in Jesus. This kind of hope is powerless.
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We can prove this by seeing the many examples of celebrities

who would appear to have everything that the world would say

would give them life (money, fame, etc.), yet they are killing

themselves. Obviously, if they had everything they needed for

life, they wouldn’t have a desire to end their life. That type of

life is actually not life at all. It’s death. Real life is only found

in Jesus. The things of this world become strangely dim in the

light of God.

However we define the “good life” (a good report, God’s

quality of life, etc.), that is the hope we all have. An under-

standing of what we have in Jesus will keep our hearts from

being sick. This is where we can get the strength to overcome

the shame that Satan tries to plant in our lives and what I think

the scripture was referring to when it says “the joy of the Lord

is our strength”(Nehemiah 8:10). I knew of that verse for a

long time before I really started to understand what it meant.

I used to think, how can joy equal strength? What does that

have anything to do with it? I was defining strength physically

as opposed to the power to overcome Satan.

See when you know God and what He thinks of you that

supplies you with the ability to stomp on anything that the

enemy tries to throw your way to bring you down. Whether

that be thoughts about bad things you’ve done, good things

you haven’t done, things you don’t physically have yet but

wish you did, sickness, disease, poverty or any other bad thing

that might happen to you that Satan tries to get you to define

yourself by. All that stuff will roll right off you when you know

what God says about you. You’ll be able to sniff the devil out

frommiles away. You can then laugh when he tries to get you

to believe lies because you know the truth and you won’t put

up with thinking of yourself any other way than the way God
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thinks of you.

I think 2 Peter 1: 2-4 sums up what I’m saying pretty well:

“To those who through the righteousness of our God and

Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:

Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge

of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given us

everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of

him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through

these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so

that through them you may participate in the divine nature,

having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil

desires.” NIV

A Confident Expectation

Since we’re talking about hope, I think it’s important to

give a Biblical definition of it, which is very different from

what I believed hope was for most of my life. Biblical hope

is a confident expectation that what you have always desired

to be true in your life, already is true. It’s not begging and

wishing. It’s a certainty of the glory (view and opinion) of God

being revealed in those that believe in the return of Jesus. This

confident expectation produces the joy I talked about in the

paragraph above.

Biblical hope can be compared to when a person wins the

lottery. When somebody buys a lottery ticket, their dream is

that they would win the jackpot. When the winning numbers

are read, they will feel joy because they know they won. Their

dreamwill have come to pass when they read the numbers. But

there will be sometime between when they win and when they

get the money in their hands. In that time, they will have a
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confident expectation that they will receive their reward. That

is what Biblical hope is like.

The thing that is really cool aboutBiblical hope is thatnot only

can you have a confident expectation of the life you will have

with God, but you can also have a confident expectation that

God is the onewhowill bring it forth for you. A righteous person

(onewho believes in God) expects blessing and understands the

blessings are theirs. They have what you could call Godfidence

that God is well pleased with them and that He is well able to

provide for them all they need in abundance.

To be clear, I'm not saying that Christians won't enjoy life in

this world. I'm not saying that Christians just have to suffer

all their lives on the earth and long for the sweet bye and bye

when they will be in heaven. What I'm suggesting is that the

things we have thought will cause us to enjoy life in this world

are not actually the things that bring joy. You can accumulate a

billion dollars, have all the fortune and fame one could dream

of and still have an emptiness in your heart. Soloman and the

book of Ecclesiastes in the Bible is a good example of this. The

real blessing of God is having the fruit of His Spirit (love, joy,

peace, etc. in Gal. 5:22) through His strengh regardless of how

things are going in this life. The problem is that most have

been convinced the American dream is better than the blessing

of God. That is hope deferred my friends.

Key Takeaway -

Hopefully you can see there is a big difference between

someone who hopes (as the world defines it, i.e. wishing) and

someone who has hope (as the Bible defines it, a confident

expectation). It’s the difference between living a life of
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unrelenting disappointment and being able to really enjoy life

right where you are.

86



17

Conclusion

So it took a long time for God to get me where I’m at right now.

I had a lot of wrong ideas about God. I’m also kind of stubborn

so that didn’t help in the process either. I had to learn a lot of

this stuff I’m sharing with you through the hard knocks, but

my hope is that I will be able to save many others from having

to go through all the trouble I went through.

When I look back at my life I can see how God was working.

There was a progression that I needed to go through in order

to be where I am now. I don't think I would have been able to

just go from the first step to here right away. He had to first

persuade me of His goodness and soften my heart. Then rid

me of pride and self-centeredness. Then help me see others

through His eyes so I could forgive and share the truth in love.

Then introduce me to certain teachings that would put me

on track to understand and appreciate the Bible for what it

is. Then remind me again of the importance of humility and

relying upon Him. It's a continual process that keeps going. I

thank God for the Bible College I was able to go through, the

relationships built through my studies and church, the life-

changingministries of GregHenry and Bertie Brits and the time
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I’ve been able to spendwritingmy own blogwhich really helped

to internalize all the information I’ve been downloading.

God has placed in me a great passion for the truth, so I know

I will always continue to learn. The groundwork that God has

laid in me will serve as a great foundation to build upon for

whatever He has in store for me going forward. I’m still not

exactly sure what that is at this point, but I do know that I am

going to enjoy the ride. I also never plan on getting over His

love for me. Regardless of what happens in life, His love will

always be the focus. No matter what trials I face or successes I

have, it all pales in comparison to His love. That’s what it’s all

about and that will never change. My prayer for you is that you

will have an experiential knowledge of His love and a revelation

of His love and goodness that will anchor you in Him for all

eternity as well. Thanks for taking the time to read my book.

Blessings.

Key Takeaway -

This last one is for any parents who may be reading. As I

was writing this I was thinking about how my parents might

feel about some of the things that happened in my life and

how they may be tempted to feel guilty. The first thing to

remember is that even though God was a perfect father to

Adam, he still rebelled. Children have the freedom to make

their own choices, so if they have chosen to rebel, don’t take

that as an indicationofhowyouhavedone as aparent. However,

it’s important to realize that you can’t shield your kids from

the real world forever, so one of the best things you can do is

help them understand how to make wise decisions with their

freedom. There is no better way to do this then to lead them
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into a relationship with God who will then lead them into all

truth.

Also, even your kids choose to rebel like I did, God will never

leave or forsake them. Even if you aren’t able to reach them

for whatever reason, God knows exactly what they need in

order to turn to Him. That doesn’t mean that God will send

hard times upon them though. Bad things may happen in this

world because we live in a fallen world and because of the very

freedom I mentioned. But the scriptures say it is the goodness

of God that leads men to repentance. Regardless of where you

or your kids may be currently, God is constantly looking to

“goodness” all people into turning to Him.

The enemy wants us to live in fear of what we have done or

what may happen in the future. I know it’s tempting to worry

about your kids future and your own. I also know it feels like we

are being irresponsible if we don’t worry but this is not what

God wants for us. He wants us to have a peace and joy about

our futures. He wants us to be confident that He is working all

things out for our good. Even if your kids are not exactly where

you’d like them to be right now and/or your relationship with

them is not where you would like it to be, God can work great

things out of those situations. Just turn to Him, talk to Him

and trust in Him. It’s much better than trying to do it on your

own.
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Key Takeaways

Below are all the Key Takeaways from the end of each chapter:

Key Takeaway From Chapter 2 - Because I didn't have a

strong foundation in my life, I was easily influenced by my

surroundings and reluctant to speak up out of a fear of rejection.

Don’t be afraid to let your voice be heard. If people around you

don’t respect you or listen to you, then it’s probably best to

find other people to hang out with who will value you and your

opinions.

Key Takeaway From Chapter 3 – Don’t let other people’s

opinions determine your worth and value. When you know

who you are, it gives you stability no matter what situation you

face. I would encourage you to find your value in what God says

about you. In case you’re not sure, He has spoken the most

beautiful language one could possibly speak about you. Your

identity serves as an anchor to your soul. If you’re interested

in learning more about what God says about you, visit my blog

site www.godneedsnewpr.com and the specific post, What God

Believes About You.

Key Takeaway From Chapter 4 – Although I didn’t realize
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it at the time, God had a plan and was answering my original

prayer I prayed back in May that I mentioned. I had no idea He

was going to answer it the way that He did but He did answer it.

Many times we get so busy with life that we don’t even realize

whenGod is answering our prayers and/orwe take it for granted.

It’s good to go back and remember the things God has done in

your life. It will keep you encouraged as you continue your walk

with Him. What are the some of the best things God has done

in your life?

Key Takeaway From Chapter 5 – I obviously hadn’t devel-

oped verymuch patience yet, which is a fruit of the spirit by the

way (Gal. 5:22). I felt like I received my answer to prayer about

the rapping, but didn’t understand that it wouldn’t happen

right away. Patience is a very underrated quality in my opinion.

If someone asked you, would you rather have a million dollars

or patience? Almost everybody would say a million dollars, but

patience would be around for you long after the million dollars

was gone.

I used to hear golfers talk about patience a lot and always

wondering what they were talking about. How did patience

have anything to do with golf? Well, I came to understand that

what they were talking about was a confidence they had in their

games. They knew itwas just amatter of timebefore theywould

score like they desired to. This is how it is in the Christian life.

Christians can have patience regardless of how things are going

because they have confidence that their God and Father is a

good Father. Their attitude is such that it doesn’t matter what

it looks like, they know God is working it out and going to come

through for them. This is walking by faith not sight.

“You kill good ideas when you expect them to be great too

soon.” {} Jon Acuff
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Key Takeaway From Chapter 6 – Hindsight is always 20/20

but had I known that God had this job for me and that I was still

going to graduate college, I wouldn’t have panicked as much

as I did. Again, it’s so huge to be able to trust God and it’s not

something you do on your own. He will persuade you if you just

allow Him into your life.

The other thing I was doing here was finding my worth and

value in other’s opinions again. It’s something we are all

tempted with continuously. We live in a performance based

society that is constantly trying to get you to define yourself by

what you have, what you do and what is happening to you. It’s

just something we all need to be aware of and can thwart when

we have our identity in the right place (Jesus).

Key Takeaway From Chapter 7 – There is a scripture in the

Bible that says taste and see that the Lord is good. It always

amazes me to see how frustrated and stressed out people are,

yet they won’t even give God a chance. I know I made a lot of

bad decisions, but letting God in my life was a good one and an

easy one at that. I mean it’s not like things were going great for

me. I felt like I had nothing to lose. Even if you do feel like you

have a lot to lose, it’s really not compared to eternity. Don’t

you think that’s worth considering?

Key Takeaway from Chapter 8 – I got in way over my head

because of lust. I thought it was love but it was just lust. I

would highly recommend that you be friends with someone

before you start dating them, so that you get to know them

really well first. Also, you need to be secure in yourself and

honest with the other person about where you are in life. If

they can’t accept that, then they are not the right person for

you to be with. In other words, don’t try to impress people with

money you don’t have and relationships in which you really
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don’t know the other person.

Key Takeaway from Chapter 9 – The root of my relationship

problems with Sarah was that our priorities were not aligned.

Now this was not really fair for her since I changedmy priorities

shortly afterwe started our relationship, but it just goes to show

the problems you will face if you are not equally yoked. My

mindset was to find somebody who I was attracted to and got

along with. I figured the rest would work itself out…not true.

The most important thing about entering into a relationship

with somebody is that your spiritual beliefs are aligned. This is

completely opposite from the way most relationships start.

Key Takeaway from Chapter 10 - Hindsight can tell us what

we may have had to sacrifice but it can’t tell us the bad stuff

we might’ve missed out on. Even though it didn’t look like

things were working out that well for me at the time, they

really were…I just didn’t know it yet. I still had a lot of things I

was waiting for but the best way to wait for something is to not

even be aware that you are waiting for it. The time I spent with

God during this season in my life made the time go by fast, so

that I didn’t think much about all the things I used to do and

all the things I wanted in the future. I was able to stay present

and enjoy life right where I was at.

Key Takeaway from Chapter 11 – God cares more about you

then about what you can do for him. Whatever you do for

God, do it wholeheartedly with pure motives. Make sure your

motives are right first. You don’t have to try to earn God’s favor

and doing things to impress people will leave you in a cycle of

frustration and disappointment.

When you are in the center of God’s will for your life, things

will come easily, you won’t have to struggle so hard to make

things happen. Things will happen as a natural result of

93



18MILE

walking in God’s strength. It will feel effortless on your part

and you will enjoy it the most because you are living life from

your passions, not from a position of thinking you should or

have to.

Key Takeaway from Chapter 12 – Whether you are a baby

Christian, been walking with God for a long time or not a

Christian at all, realize the grace of God is all you need. Relying

on your own strength and wisdom is a slippery slope and

detrimental to your relationship with God.

Key Takeaway from Chapter 13 – You don’t need to try to

justify yourself and prove yourself to others. When you are

rooted in the approval and provision you already have in God,

it prevents all the lusting for life, stress from having to justify

yourself and worrying about getting all the things you need

for life. Understanding your identity in Christ and God’s heart

towards you allows you to get your mind off of all the things

you need and puts you in a position to just enjoy your life with

God right where you are while He gets you where you are going.

This is the life God has always intended for us to have…just

like Adam walking in the cool of the day with Him before the

fall. The life God has designed us for is not one to be born from

self-effort, willpower or obligation. God wants you to be able

to live from the passion in your heart that results from your

relationship with Him.

Key Takeaway from Chapter 14 - The world may give up on

you. The church may give up on you. You may even give up on

yourself. But God never gives up on you. He is a friend that is

closer than a brother. There is nothing that can separate you

from God except you believing a lie. The truth sets you free.

Many times in our lives we need someone to believe in us.

Unfortunately, we are not convinced that God wants to be this
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person. We think that he believed the lie Satan accuses us with.

Beloved God is for you. He believes in you. You can go to Him

whenever you want as many times as you need and know that

He will always be there for you.

Key Takeaway fromChapter 15 -Forgiving others doesmore

for us than it does others. There is only one person who has

truly seen you for who are; that is God and He has not rejected

you. Understanding this frees you from unforgiveness and

getting offended so easily, which allows you to a have much

better relationships. Your quality of life will improve when you

have more meaningful relationships as well.

KeyTakeaway fromChapter 16 -Hopefully you can see there

is a big difference between someone who hopes (as the world

defines it, i.e. wishing) and someone who has hope (as the

Bible defines it, a confident expectation). It’s the difference

between living a life of unrelenting disappointment and being

able to really enjoy life right where you are.

Key Takeaway from Chapter 17 - This last one is for any

parentswhomaybe reading. As Iwaswriting this Iwas thinking

about how my parents might feel about some of the things

that happened in my life and how they may be tempted to feel

guilty. The first thing to remember is that even though God

was a perfect father to Adam, he still rebelled. Children have

the freedom to make their own choices, so if they have chosen

to rebel, don’t take that as an indication of how you have done

as a parent. However, it’s important to realize that you can’t

shield your kids from the real world forever, so one of the best

things you can do is help them understand how to make wise

decisions with their freedom. There is no better way to do this

then to lead them into a relationship with God who will then

lead them into all truth.
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Also, even your kids choose to rebel like I did, God will never

leave or forsake them. Even if you aren’t able to reach them

for whatever reason, God knows exactly what they need in

order to turn to Him. That doesn’t mean that God will send

hard times upon them though. Bad things may happen in this

world because we live in a fallen world and because of the very

freedom I mentioned. But the scriptures say it is the goodness

of God that leads men to repentance. Regardless of where you

or your kids may be currently, God is constantly looking to

“goodness” all people into turning to Him.

The enemy wants us to live in fear of what we have done or

what may happen in the future. I know it’s tempting to worry

about your kids future and your own. I also know it feels like we

are being irresponsible if we don’t worry but this is not what

God wants for us. He wants us to have a peace and joy about

our futures. He wants us to be confident that He is working all

things out for our good. Even if your kids are not exactly where

you’d like them to be right now and/or your relationship with

them is not where you would like it to be, God can work great

things out of those situations. Just turn to Him, talk to Him

and trust in Him. It’s much better than trying to do it on your

own.
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